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A LETTER, 



My Dear Sir, 

When I saw your public notice of some 
remarks on Milner's Church History, which I 
published more than two years ago, it appeared 
to me that it would be right to render them 
more accessible than they have hitherto been, 
while forming a part of a large volume, on a 
subject respecting which but few persons take 
the trouble to enquire. I therefore reprint them, 
with no alteration, and very little addition; and, 
fortified by the concurrence which you have 
expressed, I shall not hesitate to ask whether 
they do not shew that Milner's History contains, 
in itself, sufficient grounds for considering it as 
of little or no value. I do not however mean to 
stake the question on what is discussed in these 
strictures, which were written only incidentally, 
in the prosecution of a particular design. I 
purpose, if it please God, to shew by a further 
examination of the book, and by reference to 
other parts of it, that it is extremely incorrect 
and defective ; and that we may, without being 



openly and avowedly, or secretly and basely, 
enemies of the Gospel, or of Milner, or of 
Calvinism, or of the Evangelical, or any other, 
party, form a very low estimate of its value. 

But what do we mean by "value'"! I am fully 
aware that there is a species of utilitarian expe- 
diency which will stoutly maintain the "value" 
of nonsense, error, and even falsehood, if it can 
be shewn that through the over-ruling providence 
of God, it has been productive of good. I am 
not afraid that you will misunderstand me ; but 
as this letter is not intended merely for your pri- 
vate perusal, I feel it needful explicitly to disavow 
any intention of maintaining that Milner's His- 
tory has never done any good to anybody. On 
the contrary, I believe that it has interested, 
edified, and instructed, many real christians ; 
and 1 do most truly and conscientiously believe 
the same of the Golden Legend, though all 
Protestants, and most Papists, are agreed that it 
contains much that is false, and foolish, and 
wicked. What then do we really mean by 
"value"? If the admirers of Milner are pre- 
pared to say that his work (whether written witli 
that view or not) does inculcate certain doctrines 
which they believe, and which I believe, to be 
true ; and that, provided those doctrmes are incul- 
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cated, it is of no conae<|iience whether the facts 
are true or false — whether the writer went to 
" original records," or " modern historians" — 
whether the citations are correct, or incorrect — 
whether the authorities referred to were under- 
stood by the author, and rendered intelligible to 
the reader, or not — whether it was A. or B. who 
was martyred, or made a bishop, at a certain 
time, and place, if only somebody was martyred, 
at some time, and somebody made a bishop 
somewhere, so as to give occasion for pious and 
edifying reflections — whether this or that writer 
really taught this, or that, or any, or no doctrine, 
provided only that the mention of his name gives 
an opportunity of stating and enforcuig the doc- 
trine which he should have held — if, I say, the 
admirers of Milner are prepared to maintain 
this, I shall not wonder to find that his History 
has great value in their eyes ; though even then 
— looking upon it merely as a work which may 
be used to inculcate doctrine — I shall venture to 
say that it is most feeble, superficial, and defec- 
tive. Should I seem to speak confidently, let 
me say that if it were a matter of skill, or taste, 
or scholarship, or if it were in any way whatever 
a matter of opinion, I hope I should not do so — 
but it is a mere matter of fact, respecting which 
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persons of very mean capacity are quite capable 
of judging, if they will but take the trouble to 
examine ; and if I could not speak confidently 
about it, I would not speak of it at all. 

There is, however, no need to talk about this, 
for much more — and "value" of a very different 
kind — is claimed for Milner's History by some 
of his admirers, in terms which, to those who 
have at all examined the work, must sound like 
bitter sarcasm, and which it is charitable to pass 
by without more specific notice. I should shrink 
from the man who would hesitate to say all that 
he could fairly say, in defence of a friend, or of 
a party (if he were so unhappy as to belong to 
one) and I hope that I should be willing to make 
every allowance for even the errors of friendship 
and zeal. But it is not every question that can be 
decided by a shew of hands ; and I cannot but 
think that Jerome's i-ule is not only sound and 
good, but peculiarly applicable to the present 
case ; — " Nee bonis adversariorum (si honestum 
" quid habuerint) detrahendum est, nee amico- 
" rum laudanda sunt vitia ; et unumquodque non 
" personamm, sed rerum, pondere jndicandum 
" est."* 
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With regard to the Strictures theniBelves, 
while I am quite aware that they do not so fully 
prove the case as they might do if they were not 
principally directed to a single point, I also feel 
that they have on that ground a peculiar advan- 
tage. While all Protestants agree in regarding 
the History of the Waldenses as a most interest- 
ing and important part of the History of the 
Church of Christ, it is also a point on which, as 
far as I know, there has not been, and cannot be, 
any dispute between the orthodox and the evan- 
gelical, the Highi and the Low Church parties. 
The disputed points relating to the Albigenses 
and Waldenses, in which I am concerned, are of 
a diflFerent nature ; and indeed now that the his- 
tory of these Sects is brought into a controversy 
with which it has no particular connexion, I 
think I may fairly ask that my argument may 
not be judged of by these extracts, which I have 
cidled from various parts of my book, merely on 
account of their reference to Milner, and in which, 
after your public reference to them, I have not 
felt myself at liberty to alter a syllable. Some 
notes, distinguished from those in the original 
work by [brackets], and a few remarks on some 
other errors connected with the same subject, I 
have added. 
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Thus mucii 1 have thought it necessary to 
premise concerning these Strictures ; not so 
mucii, I confess, for your information, as for that 
of some other persons to whose hands this letter 
may come. They will perhaps be surprised not 
to find what some of your friends, and all your 
enemies, would have taken occasion to introduce. 
This, however, has not been merely because I 
am conscious of unskilfulness in such matters ; 
but because, although they have been brought 
into this discussion, I do not see that your 
talents, acquirements, or personal circumstances, 
have anything to do with the matter; and should 
I, at any time, consider it my duty to write to 
you about them, I feel that I should do it with 
more ease — and perhaps with more propriety — 
in a private letter ; believe me nevertheless to 
be, with sincere esteem and respect. 

My Dear Sir, 

Yours very faithfully, 

S. R. MAITLAND. 



[^Extract No, I. from " Facts and Documents illustrative 
of the History^ Doctrine^ and Rites of the ancient 
Albigenses and Waldenses,^"* p. 43.] 



SECTION II. 



REMARKS ON MILNER'S CHURCH HISTORY. 



The sources of information respecting ecclesiastical 
history, which some, even of the clergy, think it necessary 
to provide, are so limited, that many readers may possibly 
have no other book of reference on the subject, than 
Milner's History of the Church of Christ.* As, however, 
that writer has given what appears to me a totally erro- 
neous view of the Paulicians, in which he is, as far as I 
know, unsupported by any other historian ; and as he has 
ventured to tell us that with regard to the Waldenses, 
(under which name he comprehends the Cathari and Albi- 
genses,) Mosheim's information is " scanty, confused, and 
ERRONEOUS ;"t it sccms necessary to enquire, what the 
authority of Milner really is ; and what right he has to talk 
of the " mental imbecility,"! or the " temerity and self- 
sufficiency" of Mosheim.§ 

I can truly say, that I have no desire or disposition 
to undervalue Milner. His devoted piety, and general 
talents, are unquestioned. The classical learning, which 



* The Author of the Christian Student has given a list entitled " The 
Curate's Library." Under the head of "Ecclesiastical History," we 
find only " Milner and Scott's History of the Church of Christ — 
Burnet's History of the Reformation — Whiston's Josephus." p. 415. 

t Vol. III. p. 444. X Vol. II. p. 478. § Vol. III. p. 371. 
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gave honour to his youth, was not likely to be lost, or 
diminished, during a life of tuition ; and the '^ immense 
reading,** and very extraordinary memory, which his bio- 
grapher ascribes to him had, I doubt not, fiuiiished him 
with a gr(!at fund of knowledge. It is, however, most 
evident that his knowledge was not of that description 
which would have qualified him for tlie task which he 
undertook ; and without which, neither piety nor talents 
could render him respectable as a writer of church history — 
especially of such a history as he projected. I grant also, 
most willingly and fervently, that the design was noble ; 
and feel as strongly as he did, that such a work as he pro- 
posed to write, was much to be desired ; and that he who 
would gather up tliose materials which are not wanting, 
tliough never hitherto fully collected, would be doing a real 
nenice to tlie christian church. 

1 have just said tliat if any papist should tell me that 
our n^ligion was not to be found before the time of Calvin and 
laitlior, I should be satisfied to answer him according to 
his follv ; but I would bv no means be understood to admit 
Uio tnitJi of liis statement, for I believe it to be as false as 
it is fm^lisli ; and feel no doubt, that, in the darkest age, 
tlioro wore many true, and accepted, worshippers of God. 
Not formed into churches, and eminently bearing their tes- 
timony in coriH^rate capacities as churches, against the See 
of Konio (ft>r tlicn I think we should have heard more 
about thorn *) ; but as the sheep of Christ dispersed abroad 



C* The Roftdor will ploasc to bear in mind, that I was led into thi* 
oxatnination of the histoir of the Alhigenscs and Waidense= bv the 
oxtrax^apant statement of Mr. Faber, that the apoca]^-ptic prediction of 

A '^J"^^^ ^^^ refrrenee to two churches - which should eminently, 
and in their corporate eapacin- /w churches, bear their testimonv. thoucrh 
m a depreswyj and persecuted condition, throuchout the enHrr penod 
of the latter 12(50 years." This period he begins at A. D. 604 ; and 
^^^y. ^^^^ ^^ Albigenses and Waldenses hive from that time fui- 
filled the prediction by testifsnng ajrainst "t:he dcnionolatrous apostacv *• 

STiZLT-IL^'"'^ ^""'"^ •^ "«m^W„^«|r during the whah jn^^d of 
tlielatter iMOx^rt*.- 5^. Oal. Vol. 111. p. S2, 23 ■ 
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in the midst of this naughty world — ^known, perhaps, by this 
or that name of reproach — or, perhaps, the obscure and 
unknown, whose names were never written anywhere but 
in heaven. I doubt not that there were such, living a life 
of prayer and communion with God ; overlooked in the 
bustle of cities, and the solitude of cottages, and even shut 
up in what modem systems require us to consider as the 
strong holds of Antichrist, the cell, and the cloister. I will 
not shrink from avowing my belief, that many a tonsured 
head now rests in Abraliam's bosom ; and that many a 
frail body, bowed down with voluntary humility, and wasted 
with unprofitable will-worship — clothed in rags, and girt 
with a bell-rope, was a temple of the Holy Ghost ; and 
that one day — a day when the follies of system, and the 
sins of party, and man's judgment of his fellows, will have 
come to an end — these, her unknown children, will be 
revealed to the astonishment of a church, accustomed to 
look back, with a mixture of pride and shame, to the days 
of her barrenness. She may ask, " Who hath brought up 
*' these ? Behold, I was left alone ; these, where had they 
" been ?" — ^but she will have learned to know the seal of 
the living God, she will embrace them as her sons, and 
will find better matter of discourse, than their superstition 
and her illumination. 

In the mean time, however, they are hidden — perhaps 
more completely hidden than they need be, if due pains 
were taken to look after them, and gather what might be 
known. 

This is what Milner undertook; and the design was 
as noble, as the execution was feeble and defective. Every * 
reflecting christian must, I think, concede to him that such 
a work was wanted in the church ; though, perhaps, few 
may be prepared to go with him in all that he says respect- 
ing ecclesiastical history, even as it had been already 
written. " A history," he observes, ** of the perversions 
" and abuses of religion is not properly a history of the 
" church ; as absurd were it to suppose an history of the 
" highwaymen that have infested this country to be a His- 
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" tory of England." Why, happily for this country, the 
highwaymen have never been tlie most numerous, and 
influential, class of society ; but if they had been, pretty 
commonly, the dominant power in the state, and had so 
carried matters, that, during a course of ages, common 
honesty was high-treason, and day-labour a capital ofi'ence — 
if the rogues had been so many and so powerful, that a 
suspected disaffection to plunder was enough to hang a 
man ; it seems to me that a History of England which did 
not notice, and indeed was not considerably occupied with, 
the proceedings of the highwaymen, would be a very 
defective performance. Supposing ecclesiastical historj-, 
as it has generally been written, to be absolutely nothing 
more than secular history, yet, surely, of all secular history, 
it is to a christian, the most interesting, and instructive ; 
and " the perversions and abuses of religion" are matters 
which we are at least as much concerned to know, as the 
exploits of Alexander or Cajsar. Yet I grant that what 
Milner denominates " real church history," — what may be 
called the history of God's grace — being the history of 
God as well as man, and looking backwards and forwards 
through eternity, is the noblest of all histories ; and that 
to trace out, and commemorate, the manifestations of God's 
light in a world of darkness, is a work of higher style and 
interest, than any other in which the historian can be 
engaged. 

He, however, who undertakes it, will find that it is 
a work of no common labour. If he is satisfied to go to 
Alban Butler's Lives of the Saints, and to copy from the 
"Centuriators, and Dupin — to dilate upon Augustine, and 
Gregory, and Bernard, or wherever else the learned care of 
ages has prepared matters to his hand — and to dwell upon 
those scenes which have been detailed in history, and 
sifted in controversy — ^if he is satisfied, and expects his 
readers to be satisfied, with this, he may soon make a book ; 
and if he has the piety and talent of Milner, a popular 
and useful^book. But surely " the real church" historian, 
supposing him to have all, and more than all, tlie qualifi- 
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cations of Milner, must go to work in another fashion, if 
he would do any thing like even such imperfect justice, as 
uninspired man can do, to such a subject. If his object is 
to trace the true light shining in darkness, he is not to 
wait till persecution has fanned up a flame, and then to 
nm just where he sees a blaze, to warm himself at the 
stake, and rake in the ashes for relics — much less is he to 
trust to picking up those relics at second hand from ped- 
lars, and to give his account of the Auto-da-fe from the 
newspaper. He must be out at nights, creeping under 
the hedge and beside the ditch, in darkness and dirt, to 
catch the glow-worm — or, to speak plainly, he must toil 
through much that is useless, worthless, and repulsive — 
much offence to taste, logic, and common sense; much 
ignorance, and much superstition — he must be strong in 
mind, in body, and in purpose — ^his daily task must be " the 
reading that was never read ;" and half his books what 
where not thought worth printing — he must tuck up his 
sleeves, and bid defiance to dirt, and dog-latin, and all the 
tricks of monkish penmanship — he must have free access 
to old and large libraries, and full permission to ransack 
their stores — and he must not (however useful and honour- 
able those employments may be, he must not) write basket- 
fuls of sermons, and spend six hours a day in teaching greek 
and latin.* 



* " During the first twenty-three years of his life, we find him 
" exerting every nerve to acquire knowledge ; and during a great part 
" of the last thirty years, he is daily five or six hours in his school; then 
" besides his frequent preachings and visitations of the sick, his poetical 
" compositions, and many baskets full of Sermons committed to the flames, 
" on account of the Author's disapprobation of their contents, there 
" are now in existence eight or nine hundred Sermons in manuscript, 
" composed after the Author's sentiments had changed and were fixed." 
Dean Milner's life of Milner prefixed to his Sermons, p. lix. If these 
are, as the Dean states, and as I most fully believe, "undoubted 
facts" — and if there is another fact which I think no reader of Milner's 
History can doubt ; namely, that he had very limited access to such 
books as his undertaking required him to consult — if, as the Dean also 
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Suppose a man should tell us that wood and hay, 
com and cattle, and all that is maintained on earth's sur- 
face, is mean and perishable ; and that true riches consist 
in gold and silver, the diamond and the pearl — we may, 
perhaps, be inclined to think that bread, and beef, and 
broad cloth, and all the staple of the farmer, and the manu- 
facturer, are not bad things for common purposes, but 
acknowledging his nobler taste in accumulation, we keep 
our low conceits to ourselves, and visit his collection with 
respect and curiosity. It is very scanty ; and he feels 
that it is so, while he exhibits this, and the other, morsel, 
and candidly states his imcertainty whether this piece of 
ore is really gold, and that rough stone really a diamond ; 
and he tells us often, and with much feeling, that gold 
is scarce, and gems are not easily come by. We feel dis- 
appointed ; but knowing the truth of his apology, and not 
questioning his diligence, we join m his lamentation, and 
make the most of the little before us. 

Suppose, however, it should appear that this collector 
never went farther than the high-road, the ploughed field, 
and the market place, to gather his stores ? We know, to 
be sure, that travellers may drop coins, and trinkets, on 
the highway — that road-makers may hit upon a vein in 
cutting down a hill, and road-menders may accidently 
bring scraps of ore among their materials — that the plough 
may turn up minerals, and that those who have dredged 
for nothing but oysters, have often fished up pearls — ^but, 
even knowing all this, should we wonder that his collec- 
tion was scanty, while he was content to be a pensioner on 
the accidental help of persons engaged in pursuits quite 
different from his own — many of whom did not know the 
things which he was seeking, when they saw them — ^never 



states, " the Scriptures were his constant study, and profane history 
his amusement," how could he think of undertaking an ecclesiastical 
history, especially on a plan which rendered the works of all his pre- 
decessors, if not entirely useless, at least very insufficient and unsafe 
guides ? 
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thought of looking for them — and even if they came in 
their way, threw them aside, as things not to their purpose ? 
He might, to be sure, tell us that it would be very tiresome 
and laborious to be digging in mines, and diving in the 
ocean ; and that he had neither the means, nor the leisure, 
for such undertakings. This might be true beyofld dis- 
pute ; and what must we answer ? May we compliment 
him by saying, as Milner does, " in magnis voluisse sat 
EST ?" I really feel that I could not ; for it does not appear 
to me that every attempt at great things is praiseworthy ; 
and however magnificent the projected tower may be — 
whatever plans and elevations the architect may shew — 
surely we cannot commend him if he begins to build with- 
out a due estimate of his means ; and trusts that the 
excellency of his design, will atone for whatever he may 
do or leave undone. 

This seems to me the more important, because I can- 
not help thinking, that Milner's work is liable to encrease, 
rather than to diminish, the evil which he proposed to 
remedy. Referring to the way in which ecclesiastical his- 
tory has generally been written, he says, " the evils which 
" have been practised in christian countries, seem even 
" greater than they really were ; and the disagreeable 
" inference which the reading of Mosheim produced in my 
" own mind, is probably no singular case, viz. — that real 
" religion appears scarcely to have had any existence. 
" Infidel malice has triumphed though very unreasonably 
" on account of these things," * &c. I must say that, to 
my own mind, the evil which Milner states, does not 
appear so important as he seems to have considered it ; 
and I am inclined to think, that those who have written 
on religious subjects, with a professed view of removing, 
or under a pressing fear of creating, offence in infidels, 
have too often exposed themselves, and, as far as they 
could, their cause. Yet, I grant that it is an evil, and one 
that ought to be met ; but how ? In fact how did the case 

* Introd. p. 5. 
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stand before, and how does it stand at present ? When 
Mihier heard the mfidel imjustly trimnphing, he might have 
told him tliat the ecclesiastical historians of whom he 
spoke, were the annalists of a secularized church, and made 
no profession of seeking out, and drawing to light, those 
whose characteristic it is, that the world knoweth them not; 
but were we now to tell him this, he would answer, " well, 
" I grant this, but here is a writer of real church history — 
" one whose mind was affected as my own is — and who went 
to work on that very account, and with a special view to 
meet this objection — and what is the result ?" 

Let me however, be more specific — for I should be 
sorry to be thought guilty of falsely accusing, or even 
underrating any man, especially one, on many accounts, so 
respectable. 

If there ever was a period, with reference to which 
the infidel's objection might seem to be plausible, and 
when he might pretend that real religion was not to be 
found, and the real church not in existence, surely it was 
in the tenth century, commonly called the speculum 
OBSCURUM. For such a period, the writer of " real church 
history," whose express object it was to meet this objec- 
tion, would surely exert himself; and would think nothing 
of picking over a bushel of chaff, if peradventure he might 
find two grains of wheat. Though he might learn from 
Baronius, that it was " a dark age, remarkable above all 
" others for the scarcity of writers and men of learning,"* 
he would be anxious to get hold of whatever writers there 
were ; and though he might take the Cardinal's word that 
they were not men of learning, would not feel satisfied 
without examination, that some of them might not be 
such persons as he was in search of. Dupin f would fur- 

♦ Milner, Vol. III. 245. 

f " From whom," says Milner, (though Dupin was a Roman Catho- 
lic, and one of the authors whose deficiences he was writing to supply) 
" I derive particular information on subjects of this nature." Vol. II. 
p. 529. 



MILNER'S CHURCH HISTORY. 9 

nish a list of eighty-six writers of this century — some of 
them, to be sure, Uttle more than names, some hard to get 
at, and some, perhaps, quite out of reach — but does it 
appear that Milner ever saw one ? that he ever looked 
into a single writer of tlie tenth centiu^y, to see whether 
there might not be something to his purpose, which the 
defective historians had passed over? I think not — he 
does not speak as if he had ever seen, or sought after, or 
thought of looking at, one ; though the extracts which he 
found in the Centuriators, might have tempted him.* 
Mosheim alone, would have furnished him with references 
to a host of historians, and other writers relative to the 
period — did he refer to them? Let the reader compare the 
references of the two historians, and judge. In fact, Milner 
has disposed of the whole century — one, not only requiring, 
as I have said, his utmost exertion from its obscurity, but 
one that offered to the apologist of christian missions, a fair 
prospect of reward for his labours — in thirty-eight octavo 
pages, of which Jive are an apology for christian missions ; 
and his references shew the sources from whence he derived 
what information he had. They are thirty-two in number 



* As they did on another occasion, " All the accounts of antiquity 
" are full of the praises of Vicelinus ; and his character is briefly, 
" but very strongly celebrated by Mosheim, with such unqualified 
" commendations, that I cannot but wish that very learned historian 
" had favoured us with an abridgment of his life and actions, taken 
" from the sources of information, which he quotes but which seem to 
" us inaccessible. I have consulted the Centuriators, and find matter 
" there sufficient to excite, hut not to satisfy our curiosity. The little to 
" he collected from them shall be mentioned in the next chapter. And 
" here is an instance of that which I have had but too frequent occa- 
" sion to remark, namely, an extreme scantiness of information on 
" subjects most worthy of our researches [researches?] How willingly 
'* would the evangelical reader have excused the omission of many pages 
" in Mosheim, if he had gratified us with an orderly account of one of the 
" best and wisest christian missionaries of the age." Vol. III. p. 431. 
If he had written without prejudice, could Milner have helped seeing, 
that such a detailed account of an individual, however excellent, was 
not Mosheim's business, and that it was most particularly his own ? 
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— nineteen to the Centuriatobs, who "omit, or very 
lamely recouat, some most important Christian fact*,"* — ■ 
Jiveia Aldan Butler, "a zealous Roman Catholic "f- 
four to MosHEiM, whose dcliciencies it was his object to 
supply — ime to Baronius, almost, I apprehend, as zea- 
lous a Roman Catholic as Alban Butler, and as defective 
a historian as Moshcim — one to Bishop Newton — one to 
Gibbon — and (we must go if possible a step farther from 
orthodoxy) one to the King of Phdssia. 

Now people who ever smile, must surely be tempted 
when they see such a motley group assembled, to lend their 
aid to a writer of "real church history," and to enable him 
to supply the defects of former historians, respecting Uie 
state of true religion, in an obscure, but very interesting, 
period of history ! Yet I feel that it is no laughing matter, 
when we couple it witli Milner's pretensions — with his 
constant reproach of otliers — and, above aU, with his own 
plain and positive statement, " I have all along, however, 
" to the best of my ability, aud opportunity, consulted 
" ORIGINAL RECORDS, and have never contented myself 
" with copying the sentiments of modern historians." 
What original records of the tenth century — I do not mean 
autograph manuscripts — but what WTiter of Die tenth cen- 
tury, or tliat was not modern by ^ve hundred years did 
he consult ? I suppose that all we can say is, that this 
declaration (though prefixed to subsequent editions of the 
whole work ) was made when he had written only the first 
volume, and that by original records, he meant the New 
Testament, and the works of the most commonly known 
fatliers of the first three centuries ; and that when he got 
fiirther, and original records became more difficult to 
obtain, he changed his plan. This may have been the 
case ; but it is a pity that if his abifity, and opportimity, 
for consulting original records, did not extend farther than 
his references seem to indicate, he did not desist when such 
references became not only more difficult, but more neces- 
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sary. But of the possibility of getting almost aiiy, but tlie 
commoneEt books, he seeins to have had scarcely any idea, 
and it is hard to imagine with what stock of church-hiBtory- 
readtng, and books, he set out upon his arduous undertaking. 
The Centuriatore, to whom more than half the above refer- 
ences are made, he "did not meet with" imtil he had finished 
his first volume.* and if he had ever seen the Councils, be 
managed, I behevo, to get into the ninth century, and to 
the 209th page of his third volume, without a single refer- 
ence to them. 

This, however, is the writer who, in regard to the 
Waldenses, tells us that " the information of Mosheim con- 
" ceming this people, seems very scanty, confused, and 
" 3.nAeironeousJ"f The Chancellor of Gottingen, pleading 
the privilege of age,I was inclined to boast, that after the 
greatest part of a life devoted to the study of ecclesiastical 
history ; and a course of reading which, even when we 
give him credit for unusual diligence, and extraordinary 
means, seems almost incredible ; § he was able to throw 



" I do not mean that they were neceeaary to that part of his onder- 
taking, where, in fact, they would have been of less use than in any 
other — but what he soya (Introd. p. 5,) seems to imply that he did 
not know the book, until after he had written the history of three 



t Vol. III. p. 444. 

I "Liccat mihi jure scnectotis uti, et paaca qucedam dc me 

gloriari." Pr<^. 

J It must be observed, that the innumerable references of Moshuim, 

(at least according to hia statement, which I have never found reason 

to doubt) were not collected at second hand ; but that in fveiy cote, he 

had the books before him, and read, and compared, for himself — 

" omnca quos tcstatus sum, ipse ante oculos habui, tractavi, legi, inter 

" Be eontuli, aiienteque fidei me committere nolui." Poor roan — he 

little thought that his numerous references would be turned into a 

ground of accusation. " The learned Dr. Mosheim," says the editor of 

the fifUi volume of Miincr'a History, " in his compendium, refers to 

" a long list of eminent authors, who, he says, are to be consulted in 

" confirmation of his brief statements. Now such an intimation 

" appears to me. to have the effect of at once overwhelming the 
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fresh light on some few subjects, which he specified in his 
preface. Among these were the Cathaxi, and Albigenses, 
as he denominates persons of whom Milner speaks under 
the name of Waldenses. Respecting these persons we 
might, therefore, especially doubt whether Mosheim's 
information was " scanty," even if it should turn out to be 
(unlike his information on other subjects) " confused and 
erroneous." For brevity's sake, however, as well as to cut 
off all possibility of cavil, let us take the word Waldenses, 
not as it is generally used by Milner, but in the restricted 
sense in which Mosheim (following, I believe, every 
ancient writer who had any knowledge of the sect) em- 
ployed it. Did any body ever suppose for a moment, that 
Milner had ever seen the outside of one half the works 
which Mosheim quotes at one opening of his book ?" * I 
must say — and I say it sincerely — that I have such confi- 
dence in Milner's good sense, and sound judgment, as 
renders me almost certain that, if he had done so, his own 
accoimt of the Waldenses would have been, I do not say 
less scanty, (for it is just one of the faults of his history, 
that he dilates where information is the most plentiful and 
easily obtained) but certainly less '^confused and erro- 
neous^'^ than it undoubtedly is. 

" courage and resolution of any ordinary student of ecclesiastical his- 
" tory." I really do not see this, unless the ordinary student is 
compelled by force, or law, to look out the references, and made an 
extraordinary student against his will ; supposing it to be true, as to 
ordinary students, what should the effect have been on one who pro- 
fessed to be something more than an ordinary writer of Church History? 

♦ pp. 486, 487. They are, du canoe Gloss. — nicol. eymerici 
Direct. Inquis. — steph. de borbone de Sept. Bonis Sp. S. in jac. 
ECHARD et QUETiF Bib. Scrip. Dominic. — anon, de hceresi Paup, de 
Lug. in martene Thesaur. Anecdot. — reinerius sacho — moneta 
Sum, cont. Cath. et Void, a richinio ed, — pilichdorfius con. Vald. — 
jo. PAUL. PERRiN Hist. 8fc. — JO. LEGER Hist. gen. des Eg. Vaud. — 
jac usserii de SuccessioneEcc. — jac basnage Hist, des Egl. Ref. — ^t. a. 
RiCHiNius Diss, de Wold, — boulay Hist. Acad. Paris, — and on the 
next page, he adds what is certainly one of the most important 
authorities, " Codex Inquisitionis Tolosan<B a limborchio editus." 
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THE PAULICTANS. 



In order to form a right opinion of the Albigenses, 
and their claim to be considered as persons of eminent 
piety, and real reformers of the church, it seems needful to 
take some notice of the faith, and history, of the Paulicians, 
a sect who arose in the East, in the seventh century; and 
I am the more inclined to do this because, as I have else- 
where stated, an attempt has been made to maintain their 
orthodoxy, and to set them up as the witnesses. * The 
truth is, I believe, that those who maintain the doctrine of 
the 1260 years, have been so hard pressed in their attempts 
to find witnesses, that they have been glad to seize hold 
of any persons, who have been, or whom they can pretend 
to have been, in any way opposed to that power, whom 
their system compels them to consider as the Man of Sin. 
What has been already cited from Mr. Faber's work, sufii- 
ciently evinces how difficult it is to obtain anything in the 
shape of witnesses against the Papacy, in the West, before 
the twelfth century ; and therefore some writers have 
endeavoured to shew, not only that the Paulicians were 
eminently orthodox, but also, that they were persecuted 
by the See of Rome. 

On these two points, then, it would be worth while to 
say a few words, were it only to expose the erroneous 
statements by which that system, which it is my object to 
oppose, is maintained — but beside this, some notice of this 
sect will, I think, greatly conduce to our taking a proper 
view of the Albigenses. 

As to the Paulicians, I do not know of any historian, 
before Milner, who has not considered them as heretics ; 
and why he thus departed from the course of his prede- 

* Letter to the Rev. W. Digby, p. 59. 
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cessors, unless he was led by mistake, or prejudice, does 
not appear. He does not pretend to have any authority. 
He tells us that he drew his materials from Gibbon, and 
Mosheim. The original writers not having fallen into his 
hands, he says, ^' by the assistance of the two modem 
" authors, I shall state the few facts which are known, and 
give as impartial a judgment, concerning the sect in ques- 
tion, as I can.^ How far he really has followed these 
authors, as to the facts of the case, remains to be seen ; but 
I must first notice what he adds in this place, and what, 
perhaps, suggested to him a course which is, I believe, in 
direct opposition to that of every other historian. 

After thus mentioning the authors, by whose assist- 
ance he meant to state the facts respecting the Paulicians, 
he adds, ^^ the candour of Gibbon is remarkable in this part 
of his history. O si sic onmia !" 

Gibbon's candour on such a subject remarkable ? 
Why, had Milner ever known an infidel, who was not 
affectionately candid towards heretics, who had been per- 
secuted by the orthodox ? Surely the " victims of spiritual 
tyranny," were just the objects to excite the candour ol 
Gibbon, and this Milner, of all men, ought to have known.* 
Gibbon had been obliged, in his XVI Chapter, to exhibit 
the mild virtues of paganism, as sullied by something 

* "The very little leisure, which the laborious employment of 
" teaching a school, and other still more important cares, have left me, 
" I studiously devote to the reading of history. Mr. Gibben's perfor- 
mance falling in my way, I read it with avidity, delighted as I went 
along, to find a new light and order given to subjects, which I had 
read indeed when young, but had never seen arranged with such 
perspicuity and philosophical precision. In one point of view only, 
" truth and impartiality, seemed evidently to be wanting. The reader 
" will be beforehfimd with me in supposing I mean, whatever has any 
relation to Christianity, The following sheets, perhaps, may con- 
vince him, that it would not be wrong to add, any relation to 
Christianity, direct or indirect. The sagacious author, scents the 
" despised religion at an immense distance, and steadily pursues his 
*' game, through the most intricate thickets, with unwearied assiduity." 
*' Milncr's Gibbon's account of Christianity considered. Pref. p. 4. 
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almost amoimting to persecution ; and to admit those 
sufferings, whith " the primitive christians lamented, and 
perhaps magnified" — he had been obliged to suggest, 
that " these transient sufferings, served only to revive the 
zeal, and to restore the discipline, of the faithful"— to 
smooth down the persecution of Marcus Antoninus, into 
" the hardships which they endured under the govem- 

" ment of a virtuous prince who had despised 

" the christians as a philosopher, ajid pimished them as 
" a sovereign" — to point out in the " vtitignted persecu- 
tion" of Severus, "the indulgent spirit of Rome and 
Polytheism"— to shew that the proceedings of Maximin, 
have " improperly received Uie name of persecution" — 
and that " the effects of his resentment against the chris- 
tians, were of a very local and temporary nature" — 
to palliate " the rigorous treatment which they experienced 
under the short reign of Decius," and to tell us that "the 
" virtues of that prince, will scarcely allow us to suspect 
" that he was actuated by a mean resentment against the 
" favourites of his predecessor ; and it is more reasonable 
" to believe that, in the prosecution of his general design 
" to restore the purity of Roman manners, he was desi- 
" rous of delivering the empire from what he condemned 
" as a recent, and criminal, superstition. The bishops of 
" the most considerable cities were removed by exile or 
" death" — and with regard to Diocletian's persecution, to 
soften down matters as much as might be, and give pro- 
minence to " the circumstajices which insinuate that the 
" general treatment of the christJans, who hod been appre- 
" hended by the officers of justice, was less intolerable 
" than it is usually imagined to have been." 

Gibbon had been compelled to notice the persecution of 
Uie christians by pagans, in his XVI Chapter, and, iu Ms 
LIV, he found and took his revenge. Here was an event 
in the history of " the prostrate Greeks, who were content 
" to fast, and pray, and beheve, ui blind obedience to the 
" patriarch and his clergy" — things requiring no " energy, 
or exercise of the mental faculties" — which gave him an 
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opjiortunity of talking of "the two religions of Zoroasterl 
and Christ," and setting fortli the "equal and unre- 
lenting hati-ed," with which they both persecnted the 1 
umoccnt MauichaeanB. No doubt he was " candid " 
towards those who rejected the Epistles of St. Peter, when I 
it gave him an opportunity ol' stating, that they were I 
" justified by some of the most respectable of the ancients, 
and modems;" and of hinting at "a sliaiu quarrel, a | 
pious fraud," between the Apostles. He was candid to j 
those who " overlooked" the Apocalypse, because it 
enabled Mm to suggest that, as this was not charged upon 
them as heresy, the Greek church probably did the same. 
In short, let any man read this fifty-fourth chapter of Gib- 
bon, and I think he must see that all this talk about the 
Paulicians, was only intended to introduce an invective 
against Christianity ; and that the artful infidel dilated 
through twenty quarto pages, on a subject wliich might have 
been dispatched in one, merely because it gave him an 
opportunity for sneer, and sarcasm, against the religion j 
which both the Paulicians, and their persecutors, professed. [ 
What had the historian of the ninth century — or even of J 
the whole decline and fall — to do with " the character and \ 
consequences of the Reformation"- — with Calvin and Ser- 
vetus — and with the "modem clergy" who subscribe " the ! 
forms of orthodoxy, the articles of faith" with " a smile 
or a sigh ? " " The candoiu- of Gibbon is remarkable in 
this part of his history!" Yes, truly, so remarkable that 
I wonder Milner did not reject the Grecian gift. 

The well read historian of tlie Decline and Fall, 
might afford to say, that the work of Photius had not 
fallen into his hands ; but the echo fi'om MUner, is very 
sad. " Photius and Peter have not fallen into my hands." 
No, indeed, it seems as if none of the books which a his- 
torian of that period ought to have consulted, had fallen 
into his hands, except Gibbon, and Mosheim; and he says, 
" by the assistance of the two modem autliors, I shall state 
" the few facts which are known, and give as impartial a. 
" judgment concerning the sect in question, as I can." 
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Well theo, with all this remarkable candour, what is 
the account which Gibbon has given of the Pauliciana ? 
He tells us that " a branch of ManichEeans were selected 
" as the victims of spiritual tyranny" — " their founders 
" rejected the two Epistles of St. Peter"—" they agreed 
" with their GnoBtic brethren iu the universal contempt 
" for the Old Testament, the books of Moses, and the 
" prophets, which have been consecrated by the decrees of 
" tlie Cathohc Church" — "in the practice, or at least in 
" the theory, of the sacraments, tlie Paulicians were 
" inclined to abolish all visible objects of worship, and the 
" words of the gospel were, in their judgment, the bap- 
" tism, and communion, of the faithful. They indulged 
" a convenient latitude for tlie interpretation of Scripture ; 
" and, as often as they were pressed by the literal sense, 
" they could escape to the intricate mazes of figiu^ and 
" allegory. Their utmost diligence must have been em- 
" ployed to dissolve the connexion between the Old and 
" the New Testament, since they adored the latter as the 
" oracles of God, and abhorred the former as the fabulous 
" and absiUTi invention of men or demons. We cannot be 
" surprised that they should have found in the Gospel the 
" orthodox mystery of the Trinity ; but, instead of confes- 
*' sing the human nature and substantial sufferings of Christ, 
" they amused their fancy with a celestial body that passed 
" through the Virgin, like water through a pipe ; with a 
" phantastic crucifixion, that eluded the vain and impotent 
" malice of the Jews. A creed thus simple and spiritual, 
" was not adapted to the genius of the times ; and the 
" rational christian, who might have been contented with 
" the light yoke and easy burden of Jesus and his Apostles, 
" was justly offended that the PauUcians should dare to 
" violate the unity of God, the first article of natural and 
" revealed religion. Tlieir belief and trust was in the 
" Father of Christ, of the human soul, and of the invisible 
" world. But they likewise held the eternity of matter; a 
" stubborn and rebellious substance, the origin of a second 
" principle, of an active being, who has created the visible 
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^^ world, and exercises his temporal reign till the final oqb- 
** Nuinination of death and sin.^ 

Kuch iM the account of the Panlician creed wfajdi k 
f(iveii by tlie remarkably candid historian ; and cm wkt 
atitliority did MiliicT contradict it ? Was it on tbe andiD- 
rity of hiM other professed guide? Certainly not. MosiMm 
tells us that the Paulicians were ^' a sect that may be ood- 
sidered as a branch of the Manicha^ans^ (secta Manicluds 
co((iiata); and proceeds to give an account, so much fike 
that already ({noted, that it is not worth i^hile to tire die 
reader with what would be little more than repetition. It 
may be enough to observe, that he says, ^' they "were not 
'^ alttKjvther Manichces (germani Manichsei) though they 
'' embraced some opinions that resembled certain tenets of 
'^ that abominable sect'' — and he afterwards adds, in a 
notes ** it is endtmty l^eyond all contradictiouj that the 
^' Paulicians, in imitation of the oriental philosophers from 
'^ whom the (Inostics and Manichseans derived their origin, 
" considcTed eternal matter as the seat and source of all 
" evil ; but tlu»y l>elieved, at the same time, like many of 
" tht» Chiosties, tliat tliis matter^ endued from all eternity 
" with life and motion, had produced an active principle, 
•* which was the fountain of vice, misery, and disorder. 
*^ this jjrinciplo, according to them, is the author of all 
•* mutorial HubsUuices ; wlule God is the Creator and 
** l«'ttlhtn' of Spirits. Those tenets resemble, no doubt, 
" the Mauiohu'tui dt>ctrino ; yet, tliey differ from it in seve- 
" ral piuntH. It apjn^ars most probable, that the Pauhcians 
** wt^rt^ t>xtrt>mely numen>us and diversified, and which, 
*' tlunigh pernocuted and oj^jiressed from age to age in the 
^* mi»8t rigorous maimer, by many emperors, could never be 
** entirely aupj^reaseil, nor totally extirpated.''* 



* CVut. ix« 1\ IK ch. V. ^« 6, 1 quote Mackine's translation because 
Milwer ha^ *ai^L at p. 373 oi thb Volume : " As Mosheim's work, 
** traualatxHl by Maclaiue. is better kuowu than the original in England^ 
** I always quote the li^mer. anil would be understood^ both hei^ and 
'* eWwhere» to rell^r to that rather than to the latter." It is therefore 
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MUncr's objections, for they cannot be called argu- 
ments, are really scarcely worth noticiug ; and it will be 
jiiore to the purpose to discover, if we can, what induced 
him to dress up the Paulicians in eminent orthodoxy; and, 
in defiance of his two professed guides, (and, I believe, of 
tivery other ecclesiastical writer) to discover in tliem " one 
" of those extraordinary effusions of the Divine Spirit, by 
" which the knowledge of Christ, and the practice of god- 
" hness, is kept alive in the world." 

How came he to difi'er so widely from all his predeces- 
sors, Greek, Papal, and Protestant — Infidel and Christian? 

I do not wish to be uncharitable to him, or to those 
of his protestant predecessors to whom the remark may 
apply, but I cannot help thinking that a circumstance may 
be noticed, which will go far towards explaining the matter. 
It ia this — he did, and thej did not, suppose tliat the Pope 
was concerned in the persecution of the Paulicians. The 
»^scovery that Rome had anything to do with the business, 
was, I believe, reserved for Milner ; for I find no hint of it 
in Mosheim, or Gibbon, or in any other writer whose works 
I have met with. The fact seems to be, that in writing his 
chapter on the Paulicians, Milner strayed away from his 
professed guides, and got hold of a letter of Pope Nicolas 



only fair to him that 1 ahaulil do the aome ; but that it ia not safe, 
this single note may shew. The translator has taken the liberty to put 
\a, and put out. importaot matter. Moabeim doea not say, that the 
Paulicianfl " were extremely numerous," or at all "diveraified ;" and 
he doea say, that he waa inclined to believe that they were the offaprmg 
of the Gnostics. His words (profeaaedly translated above) arc "Affinia 
" haze aunt ManichEEOrum dogmati : aed ah co etiom divcrsa. Crcdi- 
" derim, banc sectam aobolem caae unius ex antiquis GDoaticorum 
" familiis: qua?, muttis licet ImperatonimlegibusetsupplicibusnuEere 
" veiatK, numquam tamen opprimi et extirpari potuerunt." p, 352. 
It will be obvious to any body who takes the trouble to compare them, 
diat aome of Milner's unjuat cenaurea of Mosheim, arose from hia 
naing the translatioti instead of the original. It might be well to refer 
to the translation in common cases, but when he toot upon him to 
cenaure Moaheira, he should surely have looked to aee whether the 
translation was correct. 
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which he misunderstood. The Councils, appaxentlj for the 
first time, fell into his hands, just when he was engaged 
with a subject on which they could give him no informa- 
tion, and they only led him astray. From this letter, which 
he found there, he gathered that the Paulieians were pa- 
secuted by the " antichristian tyranny ^ of Rome. This 
put the matter in quite a different light. The Paulieians 
were, in all probability, very excellent people — no doubt all 
insinuation of heresy was slander — they were reformers, 
martyrs, confessors, witnesses, the tvitnesses — and it seemed 
but justice to believe, that their only crime was, that they 
would not receive the mark of the beast. 

This letter of Pope Nicolas was not unknown to the 
predecessors of Milner, but they understood it ; and I do 
not say that, if they had misunderstood it as widely as he 
did, they would have gone as far as he has done in dressing 
up the Paulieians. Several of them, however, would have 
been under great temptation. Some of those who quietly 
set down the Paulieians as heretics (such as the Centuria- 
tors, F. Spanheim, Venema, and Peter Allix) had as sharp 
a scent for witnesses as Matthew Hopkins had for a witch; 
and if they had not discovered in the Paulieians an ** extra- 
ordinary effusion of the Divine Spirit," would at least have 
said what they could for them. 

Let us, however, see how far there is any ground for 
coimecting the Pope with the Paulieians. Milner says, 

** Theodora was succeeded by her son Michael. Her cruelties 
** and superstitions deserved the applause of Nicolas, who 
** became Pope of Rome in 858. In a letter, he highly approved 
** her conduct, and admired her on account of her implicit 
** obedience to the Holy See. We learn from the biographer of 
" the Emperor Michael what Theodora had done to call forth 
" the encomiums of this pontiff. * She resolved,' says he, * to 
** bring the Paulieians to the true faith, or cut them all off root 
" and branch* — a resolution worthy of a truly catholic prin- 
" cess ! — * pursuant to that resolution, she sent some noblemen 
** and magistrates,' not preachers or missionaries, — * into the 
** different provinces of the empire ; and, by them, some of 
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f " thoae unhappy wretches were criidtted. some put to the sword. 
" and some thrown into the sen and drowned.' Thus were they 

' slaughtered to the number of one hundred thousand, and their 

' goods and estates confiscated.* 

" The pope alluded to this bloody massacre, when he com- 

' mends Theodora in the same letter for the manly vigour she 
" exerted, the Lord co-operating (Domino co-operante) as he 
" blasphemously adds, against obstinate and incorrigible here- 
" tics. Nicolas, at the same time observes, that the heretics, 
" experiencing in her all the resolution and vigour of a man, 
" could scarcely believe her to be a woman. Indeed zeal for 
" religion had changed in Theodora, as it did in our queen Mary, 
" the tender and compassionate heart of a woman into that of a 
" merciless and blood-thirsty tyrant. And here I am not dia- 
" posed to suppress, that from the pope's own words, it appears, 
" that the Apostolic See had its share in the glorious exploit 
" just mentioned ; for the pope, after telling her that the here- 
" tics dreaded, and at the same admired, her resolution and 
" steadiness in maintaining the purity of the catholic faith, adds, 
" ' and why so, but because you. followed the directions of the 
" Apostolic See ?' * 

" So truly was Antichriatian tyranny now established at 
" Rome." Vol. III. p. 208. 

Now suppose we grant the utmost that Milner could 
desire to prove — Uiat the Paulicians were the special wit- 
nesses of God — that Theodora persecuted them^ — tliat she 
did this by direction of the Pope — and tliat, therefore, the 
pope was Antichrist. Suppose, I say, that for the saie of 
argument we admit this ; will not these things, which prove 
the pope of Rome to be Antichrist, e<iualiy prove the patri- 
arch of Constantinople to be Antichrist ? 

" Oh dear, no," says tlie reader of Milner, " what had 
" the patriarch to do with it ? His name is never once 
" mentioned in the business." Very true — his name is not 
mentioned by Milner, but it is mentioned in " the pope's 
own words," a half sentence of which Milner has unfairly 



• Coucil. Lab. Nic. Ep. > 
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tranKlated. 'Hie pope's " own words ** are ** Cur hoc ma 
*^ (juia Sedis Apostolico; dogmata sequebaris, ef Comftan- 
** iinopolilani vioniia Pontijicis, cui Romana Kcclesia com- 
'* inuiiicabat, ainplectebaris ?" I need hardly observe hov 
unfair it is to translate "dogmata" by ** directions" — bm 
let tluj dogmata of the pope have been what thej might, 
simply they were no worse Uian the nionita of the patriaicL 

To come, however, to the point. Does this letter d 
pop(^ Nicolas, to the empress Theodora, relate to the Paa- 
liciaiis at all ? I believe it does not. 

" We learn," says Milner, " from the biographer of 
" Michael, what Theodora had done to call forth the enco- 
" miuniH of the pontiff." Why, surely, Milner must have 
known, tliat Theodora had done something else, far moie 
likely to call forth tlie encomiums of the pontiff, than her 
per8c;cution of the Paulicians, of whom, as far as I know, 
no pope ever took any notice whatever. He must surely 
have known, that the great event of her life — that event 
for which she has been magnified, and extolled, by every 
])apal historian — for which she was placed, and still stands, 
as a saint in the Greek calendar — was, that following the 
dogmata, (that is holding the doctrine) of the Apostolic 
Sec, which her husband had renounced, she had restored, 
and triumphantly established, the worship of images in the 
eastern church, afler the long and fierce struggle, which 
had rent asunder Rome and Constantinople. 

Tlieophilus (her husband) had been an active adver- 
sary of the image worshippers. On his death, their son 
Michael III. being a child, the reins of government were 
aHHumed by Theodora. She, whether from her own per- 
sonal attachment to image- worship, or terrified by the 
threats of the most powerful persons of the court — or, as 
the pope's letter seems to suggest, following the monita of 
the patriarch — moved by some, or, perhaps, by all these 
motives, the fact is unquestionable, that on her coming into 
power, she set to work so energetically, to put down the 
Iconoclasts, that the pope might well say that those 
" heretics, experiencing in her all the resolution, and 
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vigour of a man, could scarcely be!ie*'t; lier to be a 
* woman."* 

The reader will observe, that the jjopc speaks of 
" commimicatiiig," or being in commuiiion with, the patri- 
arch, ivliose monitions the empress had followed ; and he 
had, in fact, (whether we taie the word in its ordinary, or 
in its ecclesiastical sense) " communicated" with Nicepho- 
ms, the exiled patriarch, whose monita, while he lived, 
were in strict accordance with the actions of Theodora 
after his death. He had also communicated with Metho- 
dius, whom it was one of the first acts of Theodora to raise 
to the patriarchal dignity, and who had, in fact, resided for 
some years at Rome, as the legate, or (whatever may be 
the exact meaning of the title, at this time, and under 
these circumstances) as the Apocrisiarius of Nicephorus. 
With these the Pope was in ecclesiastical communion, while 
others were excommunicated for opposing the doctrines, 
or " dogmata, of the Apostolic See," which they followed ; 
and, with them, he was in what may be called political, 
or personal, communication, as to the meaus which should 
be used to restore image-worship in the east — on thin sub- 
ject the Romish See (whicii, as far as I can find, luiew 
nothing about the Paulicians) was deeply interested, and 
warmly engaged — in this matter Rome gained a signal 



• In fact her vigour in this business ia described in these very tenna, 
by Thcophanes, who says, " in pictatis atudium caromque maxime 
" incubuit fcemiaa, vere Dei munerc (ut nomen ejus indicat) data ex 
" omnibus prsrclaris et magnis racinoribus, quibus principes probori 
" soleot, nullum prseBtantiua existimane, quo tutius sibi imperium 
" confirmaret, ant virilem in foininim peruana foriiludinem exifcerft, 
" quaio Bi pictatis ct religionifl cultu Duum aibi propitlum retJderet. 
" Id autem nullo pacto facilius aut commodius posse coDtingcrc, qutun 
" si ptrturbationem in Ecclesia jam diu exciCatara sedaret, &c." cited 
Baron. Ann. 842. §. 12. In pursuance of this conviction, she deposed 
the Inconoclast patriarch John, and put in his placi', Methodius, The 
reader who wbhea for more information aa to this history, may find 
it in Gibboa, c. 54 ; and the authorities which be cites. But a minute 
and elaborate investigation of the points here referred to may be found 
in Walch's Historie der Keiereien. Vol. X. p. 728, 
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triiiiiipli, wlien llicodora, ^^ following the dogmata of the 
ApoKtolir Sec," re-established the worship of images, and 
Khowed herself, as Baronius speaks, ^^ sanctamm imaginnm 
'* fortissima propugnatrix, potentissima restitatrix, atqoe 
" tenacisHiina conser>'atrix."* 

After governing for thirteen years, the empress Theo- 
dora was deposcrd, and shut up in a convent by her bmtal 
son, Michael III. Tlie pope having oecasioii, eleven 
velars aftenvards, to send legates to Constantinople, wrote 
the hotter in cpiestion to the empress ; and it was one of 
M(»v(ni with which his messengers were charged. All these 
letttTK relatt^ t(» the deposition of the patriarch Ignatius, 
and I do not find, or believe tliat any unprejudiced reader 
could fnid, any allusion to the Paulicians. In fact, I do 
not know that anybody but Milner ever dreamed of such a 
thing, though these letters could scarcely be unknown to 
his predtHM^HHors, and professed guides, Gibbon and Mos- 
heini ; neither of whom would have been under any 
teni])tation to sui)j)ress the fact, that the church of Rome 
had instigated a bloody persecution, though they might 
not have agreed with him in supposing the sufferers to be 
persons of eniinently pure faith. 

'Ilic^ Header may, however, like to see what the pope 
really did say to the emjiress, and therefore I will translate 
as littTally as I can, all which can possibly be supposed to 
be coiinected with the matter in question. 

** NicoluH, Bishop, Servant of Servants, to the most beloved 
** danj^litor of God, Theodora, once an earthly empress, but now 
** npiritnally united to Him who is the Heavenly Potentate. 

** Aerurately and carefully calling to mind your excellencies, 
** tifidowed with which you have appeared in these days second 
** to none of the empresses who have preceded you ; and in 
** which, especially in the cause of religion, you are found in- 
** ferior to none ; we cease not to offer unbounded thanks to 
** Almighty God by whose gift you have received these things. 



♦ Ann. 866. §. XIX. 
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^ " and to bless His Holy Name. And we continually set forth, 

■1^ " In our converse with the faithful, the praise of your pious pro- 

^ " eeedin^s for the imitation of the hearers. You, indeed, even 

^ " in the life-time of your husband, who held opinions contrary 

" to the laws of the church, did not fear to believe what was 

" sound, and to maintain what was right. You, I say, perse- 

" vering; in orthodox religion, instructed your only son to follow, 

" not the steps of his earthly, but of his heavenly Father. But 

* " who is sufficient to set forth the excellency of your proceed- 

* " ings, or the brave acta of your reformations ? For when you 
' " ruled alone, the Lord co-operating, you protected the church 
i " not only from a visible enemy, but also, with not less than 

" masculine vig;our, from an invisible enemy, that is from error ; 
" and like a sun-beam drove away the cloud of false doctrine 
" from the face of the church. The heretics found in you a 
" manly courage; and astonished at your invincible strength, 
" doubted whether you were a woman. Why was this but 
" because you followed the doctrines of the Apostolic See and 
" received the admonitions of the patriarch of Constantinople 
" with whom the Romish Church was in communion," &c. 

In the rest of the letter, there is not, I think, a word 
which the most ingenious, or prejudiced, reader could twist 
into a reference to the Panhcians ; and it appears to me 
equally plain, that there is none in that part which 1 have 
transcribed. 

I must, however, add, that there seems to me to be a 
manifest absurdity, in supposing that the pope conld intend 
to refer to the Paulicians, or think of selecting such a topic 
for his letter of congratulation, and consolation, to the 
cloistered, and, in fact, imprisoned, empress. If he had 
written to her some twenty years before, when in the 
plenitude of power, she had just sent forth her agents to 
convert or destroy the heretics — or, if at a later period, he 
had been chronicling her acts for ibe menology — some 
encomium would not have been utmatiu-al ; but to write to 
her about the Paulicians, when, whether they had once 
been martyrs or no, they had certainly become rebels — 
while they were unsubdued, rampant and terrible — when 
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her son, still liring, had been defeated, and disgraced, ud 
obliged to fly before their arms — to have written to her of 
the Paulicians, in such circumstances, would surely hare 
been going out of his way, to refer to a painfiil tope. 
Whether at her first interference with the Paulicians, di 
found them, or made them, rebels — that is, whether she 
had excited the fierce and threatening war which theo 
raged, or whether she had only been unable to prevent it 
— in either case, " the glorious exploit,'* as Mihier terms it, 
must have been touched, if necessary, with some delicacy; 
and not by the broad mockery of telling her that the terri- 
fied lieretics were " astonished at her invincible strength," 
and tliat, like a sun-beam, she had chased away the cloud 
from llie church. 

Thus far of tlie Paulicians, as to their claim to be 
considered as tlie witnesses of God against Antichrist ; and 
of the supposed interference of the pope, in the persecution 
which they suffered. I proceed now to enquire whethff 
the Albigenses of Lombardy, and the south of France, were 
not (as some writers have supposed) their descendants; and, 
with this view, I have stated the doctrine of the Paulicians 
more fully than might have been necessary, either to remove 
the false coloiuing of Milner, or the absurd attempt to set 
them up as witnesses against the papacy. This state- 
ment of their doctrine, I wish the reader to keep in mind, 
and to compare, with what will be hereafter laid before 
him. 



SECTION IV. 



THE ORIGIN OF THE ALBIGENSES. 



"I CANNOT," says Mr. Milner, in reference to Gibbon*s 
account of the Paulicians, "follow the learned author, to 
" whom I owe much for this account, in his conjectures 
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" conceniiiig thin p(iopk'''s dispersion throughuut the Euro- 

* " pean provinces. Nor does there seem any good evidence 

* " of the Waldenses owing their origin to the Paulicians. 
P " Such speculations are too doubtful to satisfy the minds 
P " of those, who prefer the solid evidence of facts to the 
f " conjectural ebuUitiona of a warm imagination." 

iMilner does not appear to have considered, tlial what, 
if he had stated it, must have proceeded from a warm 
imagination, might in Gibbon's case, be the otl'spring of 
i learning, and sound judgment ; because Gibbon w&n fami- 
I liarly acquainted with facts, respecting which it would be 
\ too ranch to say, that Milner was even imperfectly informed. 
I However, having dismissed one of his guides with this 
I flippant remark, and said not a word of the other, who 
maintained the same opinion, Milner seems to think it only 
necessary to add his belief, tliat tliere is no proof that Uie 
Wnldenses were descended from the Paulicians. 

Now, this was not asserted by either of his guides, 
both of whom imderstood the matter somewhat better than 
he did; and, certainly, it is not rny intention to maintain 
it. I do not believe that the Wiildenses were so descended ; 
but it seeus to me quite impossible, fur any man who reads 
merely what is advanced by Gibbon, and Mosheim, to 
doubt that the sect, popularly called Albigenses, were 
descendants of the Paulicians ; and, like them, (that is to 
tlie same, or about tlie same, extent — for there is no use in 
quibbling about words) Miiuicheans." p, 83. 



[Ex-tract No. II. from p. 149.] 



Roger de Hoveden tells us, that when that which h» 
calls the Anan heresy, had thus revived in tJie province of 
Thoulouse, the Kings of France and England, being ex- 
cited by zeal for the christian faith, determined to go there 
in person, and drive out the heretics; but after a httic 
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her son, still liring, had been defeated, and disgraced, i&d 
obliged to fly before their arms — to have ^^ritten to herrf 
the Paulicians, in such circumstances, would surely hare 
been going out of his way, to refer to a painful tope 
Whether at her first interference with the PauUcians, 
found them, or made them, rebels — that is, whether 
had excited the fierce and threatening war which then 
raged, or whether she had only been unable to prevent it 
— in either case, " the glorious exploit," as Milner terms it, 
must have been touched, if necessary, with some delicacy; 
and not by the broad mockery of telling her that the tern- 
ficd lieretics were " astonished at her invincible strength," 
and til at, like a sun-beam, she had chased away the cloud 
fi^oni tlie church. 

Thus far of the Paulicians, as to their claim to be 
considered as the witnesses of God against Antichrist ; and 
of the supposed interference of the pope, in the persecution 
which they suffered. I proceed now to enquire whether 
the Albigenses of Lombardy, and the south of France, were 
not (as some writers have supposed) their descendants; and, 
with this view, I have stated the doctrine of the Paulicians 
more fully than might have been necessary, either to remove 
the false colouring of Milner, or the absurd attempt to set 
them up as witnesses against the papacy. This state- 
ment of their doctrine, I wish the reader to keep in mind, 
and to compare, with what will be hereafter laid before 
him. 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE ALBIGENSES. 



"I CANNOT," says Mr. Milner, in reference to Gibbon*s 
account of the Paulicians, "follow the learned author, to 
" whom I owe much for this account, in his conjectures 
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" conceniiiig this people's dispersion througlioiit the Euro- 
" peaii provinces. Nor does there seem any good evidence 
" of the Waldenses owing their origin to the Paulicians. 
'* Such speculations arc too doubtful to satisfy the minds 
" of those, who prefer the solid evidence of facts to the 
" conjectiu'al ebullitions of a warm imagination." 

Milner does not appear to have considered, that what, 
if he had stated it, must have proceeded from a warm 
imagination, might in Gibbon's case, be the oJIspriiig of 
learning, and sound judgment ; because Gibbon was fami- 
liarly acquainted with facts, respecting which it would be 
too much to say, that Milner was even imperfectly informed. 
However, having dismissed one of his guides with this 
^ppant remark, and said not a word of the oUier, who 
inaiutaiued the same opinion, Milner seems to thinb it only 
necessary to add his belief, that there is no proof that tlie 
Waltlenxes were descended from tlie Paulicians. 

Now, this was not asserted by either of his guides, 
both of whom understood the matter somewhat better than 
he did; and, certainly, it is not my intention to maintain 
it. I do not believe tliat the Waldenses were so descended ; 
but it seems to me quite impossible, for any man who reads 
merely what is advanced by Gibbon, and Mosheim, to 
doubt tbat the sect, popularly called Albii/enses, were 
descendants of the Faulicians ; and, like them, (that is to 
tlie same, or about the same, extent — for there is no use in 
quibbhng about words} Manivheans." p. 83. 



{Extract No. II. from p. 149.] 



Koger de Hovedeu tells us, that when Uiat which he 
calls tlie Arian heresy, had thus revived in the province of 
Thoulouse, the Kings of France and England, being ex- 
cited by zeal for the christian faith, determined to go there 
in person, and drive out the heretics ; but after a little 
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her son, still liviDg, had becD deieated, and disgraced, and 
obliged to flj- before their ann8 — to have written to her of 
the Panliciaus, in such circumstanccB, would surely have 
been going out of his way, to refer to a painiiil topic. 
Whether at her first interference with the PaulicianB, she 
found them, or made them, rebels — that is, whether she 
had excited the fierce and threatening war which then 
raged, or whether she had only been unable to prevent it 
— in either case, " the glorious exploit," as Milner terms it, 
must have been touched, if necessary, with some delicacy ; 
and not by the broad mockery of telling her that tlie terri- 
fied heretics were " astoiusbed at her invincible strength," 
aiii! that, like a sun-beam, she bad cliased away the cloud 
from the church. 

'llius far of die Paulicians, as to their claim to be 
considered as tlie witnesses of God against Antichrist ; and 
of the supposed interference of the pope, in the persecution 
which they sufiered. I proceed now to enquire whether 
the Albigenses of Lombardy, and the south of France, were 
not [as some writers have supposed) their descendants; and, 
with this view, I have stated the doctrine of the Paiilicians 
more fully than might have been necessary, either to remove 
the false colouring of Milner, or the absurd attempt to set 
them up as witnesses against the papacy. This state- 
ment of their doctrine, I wish the reader to keep in mind, 
and to compare, with what will be hereafter laid before 
him. 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE ALBIGENSES. 



"I CANNOT," says Mr. Milner, in reference to Gibbon's 
account of the Pauhcians, "follow the learned author, to 
" whom I owe much for this account, in his conjectures 
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Baronius." This is not be wondered at, as the account 
F Baronius is merely, and professedly, an extract from 
[oveden's Annals ;* but it does not appear to me to war- 
mi Milner's statement, on one very important point. He 
ijB, that, after the condenmation of Peter Moranns, 
many others abjured their heresies ; but some, refusing 
to taio the oaths of subject ion, were excommunicated," It 
lay suit the character of the Witnesses, to put the matter 
I this light ; but, I apprehend, it is done at the expense 
f truth ; for I cannot find that they were required to take 
ay "oaths of subjection." From the foregoing letters, in- 
36ed, it does not elearly appear what was the nature of the 
Bath required of these persons ; though we might guess, from 
ffhat took place on other similar occasions. At the Council 
of Lombers, of whicli we have just Iiad an account, the 
heretics were called upon to swear that they bebeved as 
they professed;t the same had just been required from 
Peter Moranns jt and we might naturally suppose (espe- 
cially as we see that the Cardinal did not give them credit 
for sincerity in their confession] that it was a similar oath 
which was required from these persons. Indeed, Roger de 
Hoveden (to whom we are indebted for the letters, and who 
is, I believe, the only authority on the subject) expressly 
says that it was so — that the Cardinal, and Bishops, 
" directed that they should swear that they believed with 
the heart, what they had confessed with the mouth." § It 
is evident, I think, that when their examiners found these 



" [Baronina in fact introduces the extract by saybg, "Quidautem 
actum fueric, Rugcrius in Annalibus Angiorum Scriptor accuratisaimus 
itB deacribit:" and tise extract fuItowH in ilalia. as usual, to diBtiaguiah 
it. One can only suppose, either that Milner had not men Baronius, 
to whom he refers, or else, that he did not linow " Hogerius " to be the 
same person as " tloveden." The latter ta perhaps the more probable.] 
+ See before, p. 144, 



J See before, p. 136. 
" Pneciperunt, quod ipsi jurassent se ita corde credere, ! 
confitebantur." p. 338. 
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while, it appeared to them that it would be more to the 

purpose * to send some wise men, who might convert the 
heretics by preaching, than to go themselves. They sent, 
therefore, Peter, Cardinal of the title of St. Chrj'sogonus, 
and Legate of the Apostolic See, the Archbishops of Bourges 
and Narbonne, Keginald, Bishop of Bath, John, Bishop 
of Poictiers, Henry, Abbot of Clairvaux, and many other 
ecclesiastics, that they might either convert the heretics, 
or, having convicted them of heresy, might excommunicate 
them. He then goes on to give an account of their pro- 
ceedings on the occasion ; but, as the Legate and Abbot, 
have each left a letter on the subject, it may be most satis- 
factory, and, I think, most interesting, to give the story as 
they have related it; and, as I think that the facts of the case 
have been misrepresented, and false conclusions have been 
drawn, from a partial view of these documents, I shall give 
them at full length. For the sake, however, of making 
them more intelligible, I shall take the liberty of inverting 
the order in which Roger de Hoveden has placed them, 
and give the Abbot's letter first. 

[Having given the letters, which occupy more than sixteen 
pages of small and close printing, I added] 

It appears to me, as I have already stated, that the 
&cts related in these letters have been misrepresented; and 
that false conclusions have been drawn from them. 

That the reader may judge, let him turn to Milner's 
account of tliis busiuess.t He professes to have derived 
his information from Baroniua, " a very determined enemy 
of the Waldenses;" and he tells us, that "the accoimt of 
" our English historian, Hoveden, is similar to that of 



• " Videbatut ets plus posse proficere." Miloer, in his account of 
the matter. Vol. III. p. 482, says, they "tliQuglit it more prudmt to 
employ preachers." I suppose there is some meaning in this which I 
do not discover. 

t Vol. 111. p. 483. 
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fession, they were dealt mtli as their enemies represent ? 
Does he mean that these Albigenses made a truly protestant 
confession, " testiiyiiig against the demonolalrous aposlacy," 
and that their false enemies, instead of ordering them off 
to the slaie, told them it was sufficiently laudable, and 
catholic, and contented themselves with ex cummuni eating 
them, beeause they would not swear? 

Or, by " their enemies," does he mean the Coimt of 
Thiiulousc, and the others, who confronted them ? They 
" gave no proof of sincerity, that tre know of" — Well, but 
on the other hand, do " we know of" any reason why they 
should bring such charges against innocent persons, who 
really held such purely popish opinions as these persons 
professed ? Why should they persecute people who were 
as good papists as themselves ? 

In short, if we believe tlieir enemies, tliey were Ma- 
nicheans — if we believe themselves, they were Papists — 
which are we to believe? perhaps, as we are not called 
upon immediately to decide, it may be as well to suspend 
our belief of either party, until we have made some farther 
progress in our enquiry. 



lExlract No. III. from p. 343.] 

About the year 1147, Saint Bernard received a letter 
from Evervinus, Prfepositus of Sl«iufield, near Cologne, 
respecting Bome heretics who had bccu recently discovered, 
and burned, in that city. He give them no name, except 
that he says they called themsehes apostles ; and Bernard 
seems to imply tJiat they did not assume, and were not 
known by, any particular appellation.* This abbot directed 

• Quare ab illis suie sECts auctorem ; nemincm dabunt quo 

nomine istostitulovecenaebisfBullo. SCTin.mCani.LXVl. Vol.1. 1494. 
He Bays, indeed, in the same discourse, "se. . , . apostolicos iiominant;" 
but it does nol aeem clear tliat lliey toot this title. At all events tliey 
were distinct from the aect of the Apostolics. 
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alleged heretics, making a confession, which appeared to 
them (as the Cardinal himself expresses it) " sufficiently 
laudable and cathoUc," they suspected them of dissimula- 
tion ; and, indeed, I do not see how those who look upon 
them as the Witnesses, can avoid admitting that they made 
a confession highly agreeable to Antichrist ; and only 
incurred his displeasure, because they would not confinn 
it with an oath. If Antichrist persecuted these Witnesses, 
it was not because he disapproved of their testimony; 
but, because he did not give them credit for believing it 
themselves. 

In fact, this document, if it proves anything, proves 
too much ; for (to say nothing of " subjection," or any other 
point) the heretics expressly declared their belief in the 
doctrine of transubstantiation, as held by their judges. 
After Peter Moranus had just been condemned on that very 
point, can we doubt that it was closely pressed, and ex- 
plicitly answered } Indeed, looking at the whole matter, 
in what one point of view do these alleged heretics, appear as 
witnesses against the false doctrines of Papacy, or as cham- 
pions of any one truth that was not maintained by the 
church of Rome? " They answered," says Roger de Hove- 
den, " concerning all the articles of faith ^ as soundly, and 
circiunspectly, as if they had been most christian people."* 
Truly, it seems that the Cardinal, and his companions, 
thought so. Did these Witnesses say an offensive word, 
about the arrogant folly — the impious usurpation — of him 
who called himself Christ's Vicar on earth ? a word about 
the worship of saints and images ? about the fiction of 
purgatory, or the idolatry of the mass ? Strange witnesses ! 
Yet, if we suspect them of dissembling, we are charged 
with vnronging good men ; and that too, most inexcusably, 
when we have such authentic documents as the Waldensian 
records before us. Milner thus lectures Mr. Berington : 

* " De articulis fidei Chris tianse examinati, responderunt super om- 
" nibus articulis fidei ita sane et circumspecte ac si Christianissimi 



" essent." 
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" on this occasion, I cannot but disapprove of the rashness 
" or the prejudices of an able historian, who has already 
" fallen under our notice. He says, that the Albigenses, 
" being examined, denied the Manichean doctrine of the 
" two principles, though charged on that account with 
" falsehoods by their enemies : and this author believes 
" these same enemies, who gave no proof of sincerity, that 
" we know of, and accuses the Albigenses of dissimulation, 
" though such numbers of them were suffering continually 
" for their principles. The man, who undertakes to be an 
" historian, ought to be acquainted with the writings and 
" evidences which are produced on both sides of a contro- 
" verted subject, so far as materials can be procured. If 
" the author before us had read with the least attention the 
" Waldensian records, he would never have asserted, that 
" the Waldenses were legitimate descendants of the sect of 
" Manes." Vol. III. p. 484. 

Whether Mr. Berington charges the Waldenses with 
being descendants of the sect of Manes, or whether Milner 
only means that he brings that charge against persons, 
whom he does himself call Waldenses, I do not know ; for 
I have not the opportunity of referring to his book; but I 
must remind the reader, that I bring no such charge against 
the Waldenses ; and that, although (as I cannot be respon- 
sible for the language of others) the name of Waldenses 
may have been used in reference to this business, I believe 
it had no more to do with them, than it had with the 
Brahmins of India. 

As to Mr. Berington's accusing the Albigenses of dis- 
simulation, I have already said, that it seems to me to be 
the only way by which their friends can clear them of 
being part and parcel of Antichrist ; and as to the proof 
of their sincerity, it may suit the character of witnesses 
prophesying in sackcloth, to say that " such numbers of 
them were continually suffering for their principles ;" but 
is it true that they were so suffering } Count Raymond's 
letter gives rather a different view of the matter ; and the 
Abbot Henry represents them as the dominant power in 
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TlioulouRe.* Had Milner got any other " original recai,' 
whereby to refute the " modem historian,^ except 4e 
" Waldensian records ?" and would not they, in his esfr 
niation, convict these persons of most grievous falsehood, 
in professing tlieir belief of the popish doctrine of transnb- 
staiitiation ? Had he any "original records" of the 
persecutions in which such numbers were *^ continaaBT 
Huff'ering" for a faith w^hich (unless they belied it) was con- 
sidered " sufliciently laudable, and catholic," by their 
enemies ? If he had, 1 w4sh he had referred to them. 

Hut Mr. Berington "believes these same enemies, who 
gave no })roof of their sincerity that we know of.'' I really 
do not know what Milner means, by their *^ sincerity." 
Does he mean to doubt, that they were sincere, in their 
belief of the })opi8h principles, which they professed? or 
that they could be suspected of any insincerity at all 
analogous to thjit which has been (whether justly or not) 
charged on these Albigenses? I think that could not be 
his m(3aning. Does he mean then, that, being persons of 
whose love of truth we have no proof, we ought not to 
believe what they say ? Tliis, to be sure, is going a good 
way, and looks a little like prejudice ; but suppose that, 
for sake of argument, we grant it ; what would he have us 
disbelieve ? Did he think their letters a mere romance, 
and that they never went to Thoulouse at all ? No — he 
believes " the account of the barbarous treatment of the 
rich old gentleman of Thoulouse," which "confirms the 
" tnith of Perrin's narrative of the like persecutions, and 
" demonstrates, from the testimony even of Roman writers, 
" that the horrors of papal tyranny, have not been misre- 
" presented in general, by protestant authors" — Well, then, 
so far, we are to believe — and, 1 repeat, what does he want 
us to disbelieve ? Is it the fact, that these persons made 
any confession at all, or that they made such a confession 
as their enemies record, or that, having made such a con- 
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heretics, and delivered to the secular arm to be punished. The 
King, at the instigation of the clergy, commanded them to be 
branded with a red hot iron on the forehead, to be whipped 
through the streets of Oxford, and having their clothes cut sliort 
by their girdles, to be turned out into the open fields, all persons 
being forbidden to afford them any shelter or relief under the 
severest penalties. This cruel sentence was executed in its 
utmost rigour ; and it being the depth of winter , all these 
unhappy persons perished with cold and hunger." Book III. 
ch. II. §. 3. 

Milner, who seems to have followed the "modern his- 
torian" implicitly, without troubling himself about the 
" original records," which were referred to, relates the story 
in much the same way ;* and then adds — 

*' They had made one female convert in England, who, 
through fear of similar punishment, recanted. The whole num- 
ber of the Germans remained, however, patient, serene, and 
composed, repeating, * Blessed are those, who are persecuted for 
righteousness* sake ; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.' 
Their teacher Gerard, that he might be distinguished from the 
rest, had an additional stigma on his chin. 

** What a darkness must at that time have filled this island ! 
A wise and sagacious King, a renowned university, the whole 
body of the clergy and laity, all united in expelling Christ from 
their coasts ! Brief as is the account of the Martyrs, it is suffi- 
ciently evident that they were the martyrs of Christ. Driven 
most probably from home by the rage of persecution, they had 
brought the light and power of the Gospel with them into Eng- 
land ; and so totally senseless and corrupt was our nation, that 
none received it." 



* Vol. III. p. 424. I have not the edition of Henry's History, to 
which Milner refers; but, in the fourth edition (8vo. 1805.) the autho- 
rities stand thus, " W. Neubrig. 1. 2. c. 13. Item, p. 631. J. Brompt. 
col. 1050;*' the latter reference being to the column of the Decern. 
Scriptores, edited by Twysden. Milner's reference is, " Neubrig. 
Brompt. Collect. See Henry's Hist, of Eng. Vol. III. p. 240." For 
the particulars mentioned by him, which are not contained in Henry's 
History, I suppose that Milner was indebted to Mr. Berington. 
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her son, still living, had been defeated, and disgraced, isd 
obliged to fly before their arms — to have ^nritten to her of 
the Paulicians, in such circumstances, would surely bare 
been going out of his way, to refer to a painful tope. 
Whether at her first interference with the Paulicians, she 
found them, or made them, rebels — ^that is, whether she 
had excited the fierce and threatening war which then 
raged, or whether she had only been unable to prevent it 
— in either case, " the glorious exploit," as Milner terms it, 
must have been touched, if necessary, with some deUcacy; 
and not by the broad mockery of telling her that the terri- 
fied lieretics were " astonished at her invincible strength," 
and that, like a sun-beam, she had chased away the cloud 
from the church. 

Thus far of the Paulicians, as to their claini to be 
considered as the witnesses of God against Antichrist ; and 
of the supposed interference of the pope, in the persecution 
which they suffered. I proceed now to enquire whether 
the Albigenses of Lombardy, and the south of France, were 
not (as some writers have supposed) their descendants; and, 
with this view, I have stated the doctrine of the Paulicians 
more fully than might have been necessary, either to remove 
the false coloming of Milner, or the absurd attempt to set 
them up as witnesses against the papacy. This state- 
ment of their doctrine, I wish the reader to keep in mind, 
and to compare, with what will be hereafter laid before 
him. 



SECTION IV. 



THE ORIGIN OF THE ALBIGENSES. 



"I CANNOT," says Mr. Milner, in reference to Gibbon's 
account of the Paulicians, "follow the learned author, to 
" whom I owe much for this account, in his conjectures 
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fill, let the reader of Milner's History judge. In the present 
case, all that he supposed himself to laiow of these people 
was, that thoy denied the doctrines of purgatory, prayers 
: for the dead, and the invocation of the saints, and that they 
were "patient, serene, and composed," (which latter is, as 
far as I know, an addition of bis own) and on tliis he built 
his judgment. 

But what evidence have we, that these persons said 
anything tihoaX. purffatory , or prayers /or the dead, or the 
invocation of Saints?* If, indeed, they were Publicans, 



agiunst Joyinian, because, from carelessly reading Ihe translation, he 
was led to Buppose that Mosheim had epoken too well of him. " I 
"admire," he says, " ^e ponliveneas at Moaheim, in deciding so pe- 
" remptorily for the chajucter of a man, of whose writioga nothing has 
" come down to us, but a single sentence ao barbarous and doubtful." 
Now, what had Mosheim so positively, and peremptorily, said P I 
really think that a reader of Milner would he more likely to form a 
favourable opinion of Joyinian, than a reader of Mosheim. The former 
writer, indeed, states the matter as donbttiil, but finds " that which 
strongly inclines him to hope " that the real character of Jovinian was 
good ; the latter is so far from positively, and peremptorily, deciding 
in his favour, that he expresses suspicion, but gives no opinion at all ; 
and Milner should have known, before he " censured" Mosheim, that 
the " vtorthy opposer," and the "Judicioui opinions," and "judiciout 
reasonings," of Jovinian, were merely flourishes of the translator, who 
was wont thus to embellish his author, though sometimes at the 
expence of fidelity and truth. Mosheim, speaking of Aerius, says, 
" Vtiiftur vir hie religionem ad priacaro simpUcitatem revocare voluisse : 
" quod consiUum in ie apectahim pulchrum est, tametsi in aiaea et 
" agendi rations forte qufedam reprehend! possinl. Plures hitjiit generis 
" homines hac mtate erant, qui progressura superstition um el errorum 
" de vera religionis nature moleste ferentes, ei sese objiciebant, sed 
" laboris hunc unum fructum capiebant, ut Infamia notarentur. Emi- 

" net inter eo» Jovinianus, monachos Italus." San:. IV. P. II. Cap. 

iii. %. 22. p. 173. 

" The only colour (it is no authority) for Henry's statement, ie a 
note of Picard's, in Heame's edition of William of Newbury, which 
Henry refers to by " Item, p, 631." Picard quotes a MS. of Ralph of 
Coggeshall, in which he speaks of the persecution of the Publicans 
generally ; and, among others, of these. He afterwards (but with no 
special reference to them) details the doctrines of the Sect. His slate- 
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Thoulouse.* Had Milner got any other ** original records," 
whereby to refute the " modem historian, ^^ except tbe 
" Waldensian records ?" and would not they, in his esti- 
mation, convict these persons of most grievous falsehood, 
in professing tlieir belief of the popish doctrine of transub- 
staiitiation ? Had he any "original records" of the 
persecutions in which such numbers were *^ continuaDy 
suffering" for a faitli which (unless they belied it) was con- 
sidered " sufficiently laudable, and catholic,'' by tlieir 
enemies ? If he had, 1 wish he had referred to them. 

But Mr. Berington " believes these same enemies, who 
gave no proof of tlieir sincerity that we know of/' I reafly 
do not know what Milner means, by their "sincerity." 
Does he mean to doubt, that they were sincere, in their 
belief of the popish principles, which they professed ? or 
that they could be suspected of any insincerity at all 
analogous to that which has been (whether justly or not) 
charged on these Albigenses ? I think that could not be 
his meaning. Does he mean then, that, being persons of 
whose love of truth we have no proof, we ought not to 
believe what they say ? Tliis, to be sure, is going a good 
way, and looks a little like prejudice ; but suppose that, 
for sake of argument, we grant it ; what would he have us 
disbelieve ? Did he think their letters a mere romance 
and that they never went to Thoulouse at all ? No — he 
believes " the accoimt of the barbarous treatment of the 
rich old gentleman of Thoulouse," which "confirms the 
" truth of Perrin's narrative of the like persecutions, and 
" demonstrates, from the testimony even of Roman writers, 
" that the horrors of papal tyranny, have not been misre- 
" presented in general, by protestant authors" — Well, then 
so far, we are to believe — and, I repeat, what does he want 
us to disbelieve ? Is it the fact, that these persons made 
any confession at all, or that they made such a confession 
as their enemies record, or that, having made such a con- 
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^ fession, they were dealt with as their enemies represent ? 
Does he mean that these Albigenses made a truly protestant 

- confession, " testifying against the demonolatrous apostacy," 

' and that their false enemies, instead of ordering them off 
to the stake, told them it was sufficiently laudable, and 

' catholic, and contented themselves ^vith excommunicating 
them, because they would not swear ? 

Or, by "their enemies," does he mean the Count of 
Thoulouse, and the others, who confronted them ? They 
*' gave no proof of sincerity, that we know of'' — Well, but 
on the other hand, do " we know of" any reason why they 
should bring such charges against innocent persons, who 
really held such purely popish opinions as these persons 
professed ? Why should they persecute people who were 
as good papists as themselves ? 

In short, if we believe their enemies, they were Ma- 
nicheans — if we believe themselves, they were Papists — 
which are we to believe ? perhaps, as we are not called 
upon immediately to decide, it may be as well to suspend 
our belief of either party, until we have made some farther 
progi'ess in our enquiry. 



{Extract No, III, from p, 343.] 

About the year 1147, Saint Bernard received a letter 
from Evervinus, Praepositus of Steinfield, near Cologne, 
respecting some heretics who had been recently discovered, 
and burned, in that city. He give them no name, except 
that he says they called themselves apostles ; and Bernard 
seems to imply that they did not assume, and were not 
known by, any particular appellation.* This abbot directed 

* Quaere ab illis suae sectae auctorem ; neminem dabunt quo 

nomine istos titulove censebis ? nullo. Serm, in Cant. LXVI. Vol. I. 1494. 
He says, indeed, in the same discourse, "se. . . . apostolicos nominant;*' 
but it does not seem clear that they took this title. At all events they 
were distinct from the sect of the Apostolics. 
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two sermons against the errors of these heretics, which 
seem to have been evidently suggested by the letter of 
E ven'inus ; though, from some expressions, I am led to 
think that he was not indebted to that letter exlusivelvfor 
his knowledge of the sect. 

The letter has been printed by Mabillon,* and asii 
may throw light on our present subject, I shall give that 
part which has been translated by Allix,i- in his words. He 
omits the intHxluction, and I see nothing in it worth notic- 
ing for our piupose, except that Evervinus calls upon 
Bernard to come forward against " the neta heretics." J 

** There have been lately some heretics discovered amongst 
us, near Cologne, whereof some with satisfaction returned agaiD 
to the Church: two of these, viz. one that was a Bishop amongst 
them, and his companions, openly opposed us in the assembly of 
the clergy and laity, the Lord Archbishop himself being present, 
with many of the nobility, maintaining their heresy from the 
words of Christ and the Apostles. But when they saw they could 
go no further, they desired that a day might be appointed for 
them, upon which thy might bring along with them men skilful 
in their belief, promising to return to the church, provided they 
should find their masters defective in answering what was op- 
posed to them ; but that otherwise they would rather die than 
depart from their judgment. Upon this their declaration, after 
that for three days together they had been admonished, and 
found unwilling to repent, they were seized by the people, bein^ 
incited by overmuch zeal, and put into the fire and burnt ; and" 
&c. S 

* Op. Bern. Vol. I. c. 1487. t Ch. of Pied. 153. 

J " Contra novos hereticos, qui circumquaque jam fere per omnes 
" ecclesias ebulliunt de puteo abyssi quasi jam princeps illorum incipiat 
" dissolvi, et instet dies domini." 

§ Allix has omitted Evervinus's declaration that this was done against 
his will. His words are, "rapti sunt a populis nimio zelo pennotis, 
nohia tamen invitia : et in ignem positi, atque cremati." Milner, who 
refers to Allix for the story, and who seems to have taken his extracts 
of the letter from AUix's translation, with such verbal alterations as he 
saw fit to make, follows implicitly on this point. Vol. III. 378. His 
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[Extract No. IV. from p. 365.] 

GuLiELMUs Neubrigensis. A.D. 1197. 

The account which this writer has given of the Publi- 
cans, who were condemned at the Council of Oxford, in 
1160, has been already referred to, at p. 90 and 188. With 
the short statement of John Brompton (who appears merely to 
have abridged from William of Newbury) and a still shorter 
notice by Radulphus de Diceto, it forms, I believe, the only 
account which we have of the matter. I shall give all that 
I can find on the subject in these writers among the autho- 
rities; and here only translate what immediately refers to 

following the "modern historian," and not the "original record," in 
this case was the less excusable, because he seems to have had access 
to it. He tells us, p. 331, "I use the Parisian edition of Mabillon." 
[As our present enquiry respects the "value" of Milner's History, it 
may be proper here to notice the "verbal alterations," to which I have 
alluded above. The reader will observe, that Milner gives the passage 
in inverted commas, and refers at the end of it to, " Allix, Churches of 
Piedmont, p. 140." It seems to me that under these circumstances he 
was not at liberty to make any alteration whatever ; and I must add 
that, the mere discovery that any writer had done such a thing, would 
so destroy my confidence in him, as that I should consider his work, 
not merely of no value, but, as a mischievous and injurious thing, which 
ought to be exposed. Let him, if he will, quote laxly from memory, 
and tell us so — let him mistake, and blunder as much as he pleases — 
but deliberately to alter the language of a writer, whose words one pro- 
fesses to quote, (supposing one could be sure of always exactly preserving 
the idea) is something which I cannot reconcile with the fidelity which 
appears to me to be the most important qualification for a writer of 
history. 

But if others are disposed to give greater licence in this respect, has 
Milner made a good use of it ? Has he corrected Allix's translation ? 
I have already said that he has not restored — I am very willing to be- 
lieve he did not miss — the words in which the Prior declares that the 
heretics were burnt contrary to his will ; but beside this, has he not 
softened down Allix's translation of the words in which Evervinus speaks 
of the proceedings of the people. Is " the people in excess of zeal," a 
better translation of "populis nimio zelo permotis than "the people 
being incited by overmuch zeal." If there is no shade of difference 
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her son, still living, had been defeated, and disgraced, isd 
obliged to fly before their arms — to have written to her of 
the Paulicians, in Ruch circumstances, would sorely bare 
been going out of his way, to refer to a painful tope 
Whether at her first interference with the Paulicians, At 
found them, or made them, rebels — ^that is, whether she 
had excited the fierce and threatening war which then 
raged, or whether she had only been unable to prevent it 
— in either case, " the glorious exploit," as Milner terms it, 
must have been touched, if necessary, with some delicacy; 
and not by the broad mockery of telling her that the teni- 
ficd Iieretics were " astonished at her invincible strength,'* 
and that, like a sun-beam, she had chased away the cloud 
from the church. 

llius far of the Paulicians, as to their claim to be 
considered as the witnesses of God against Antichrist ; and 
of the supposed interference of the pope, in the persecution 
which they suffered. I proceed now to enquire whethff 
the Albigenses of Lombardy, and the south of France, were 
not (as some writers have supposed) their descendants; and, 
with this view, I have stated the doctrine of the Paulicians 
more fully than might have been necessary, either to remove 
the false colouring of Milner, or the absurd attempt to set 
them up as witnesses against the papacy. This state- 
ment of their doctrine, I wish the reader to keep in mind, 
and to compare, with what will be hereafter laid before 
him. 



SECTION IV. 



THE ORIGIN OF THE ALBIGENSES. 



" I CANNOT," says Mr. Milner, in reference to Gibbon's 
account of the Paulicians, "follow the learned author, to 
" whom I owe much for this account, in his conjectures 
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■*^ heretics, and delivered to the secular arm to be punished. The 
^ King, at the instigation of the clergy, commanded them to be 
ai; branded with a red hot iron on the forehead, to be whipped 
B through the streets of Oxford, and having their clothes cut short 
by their girdles, to be turned out into the open fields, all persons 
being forbidden to afford them any shelter or relief under the 
severest penalties. This cruel sentence was executed in its 
utmost rigour ; and it being the depth of winter , all these 
unhappy persons perished with cold and hunger." Book III. 
eh. II. §. 3. 

Milner, who seems to have followed the "modern his- 
torian" implicitly, without troubling himself about the 
" original records," which were referred to, relates the story 
in much the same way ;* and then adds — 

*' They had made one female convert in England, who, 
through fear of similar punishment, recanted. The whole num- 
ber of the Germans remained, however, patient, serene, and 
composed, repeating, * Blessed are those, who are persecuted for 
righteousness* sake ; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.' 
Their teacher Gerard, that he might be distinguished from the 
rest, had an additional stigma on his chin. 

" What a darkness must at that time have filled this island! 
A wise and sagacious King, a renowned university, the whole 
body of the clergy and laity, all united in expelling Christ from 
their coasts ! Brief as is the account of the Martyrs, it is suffi- 
ciently evident that they were the martyrs of Christ, Driven 
most probably from home by the rage of persecution, they had 
brought the light and power of the Gospel with them into Eng- 
land ; and so totally senseless and corrupt was our nation, that 
none received it." 



* Vol. III. p. 424. I have not the edition of Henry's History, to 
which Milner refers; but, in the fourth edition (8vo. 1805.) the autho- 
rities stand thus, "W. Neubrig. 1. 2. c. 13. Item, p. 631. J. Brompt. 
col. 1050;*' the latter reference being to the column of the Decern. 
Scriptores, edited by Twysden. Milner's reference is, " Neubrig. 
Brompt. Collect. See Henry's Hist, of Eng. Vol. III. p. 240." For 
the particulars mentioned by him, which are not contained in Henry's 
History, I suppose that Milner was indebted to Mr. Berington. 
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hiT son, still living, had been defeated, and disgraced, aj 
obliged to fly before their arms — to have written to her of 
the Paulicians, in such circumstances, woold surely hare 
been going out of his way, to refer to a painful topk. 
\\Tiether at her first interference with the Paulicians, it 
found them, or made them, rebels — ^that is, whether she 
had excited the fierce and threatening war which tkn 
raged, or whetlier she had only been unable to prevent it 
— in eitlier case, " the glorious exploit," as Milner terms it, 
must have been touched, if necessary, \rith some delicacy; 
ai)d not by the broad mockery of telling her that the teni- 
fied IktcUcs were " astonished at her invincible strength," 
aiid that, like a sun-beam, she had chased away the cloud 
from the church. 

Thus far of tlie Paulicians, as to their claim to be 
considered as tlie witnesses of God against Antichrist ; and 
of the supposed interference of the pope^ in the persecution 
which they suffered. I proceed now to enquire whethff 
the Albigenses of Lombardy, and the south of France, woe 
not (as some \^Titers have supposed) their descendants; and, 
with this view, I have stated the doctrine of the Paulicians 
more fully than might have been necessary, either to remove 
the false colouring of Milner, or the absurd attempt to set 
them up as witnesses against the papacy. This state- 
ment of their doctrine, I vidsh the reader to keep in mind, 
and to compare, with what will be hereafter laid before 
him. 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE ALBIGENSES. 



" I CANNOT," says Mr. Milner, in reference to Gibbon's 
account of the Paulicians, "follow the learned author, to 
" whom I owe much for this account, in his conjectures 
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[E.vlra<:l .Vo. ir.,froi,i p. 365.] 

GuLiELMCs Necbbigensis. A.D. 1197, 

The account which this Hfiter has given of the Publi- 

, who were coudemned at the Council of Oxford, in 

fcl60, has been already referred to, al p. 90 and 1^18. With 

e ahort statement of John Bromptoii {who appears merely to 

idged from William of Newbury) and o still shorter 

totice by Radulphua de Diceto, it forms, I believe, the only 

Iccoinit whicli we have of tlie matter. I shall give all tliat 

1 find on the subject in tliese writers among the authu- 

Bties; and here only translate what immediately refers to 

following the "modern historian," and not the "original record," in 
ue was the less excusable, because he eeems to have hod Bccess 
He tells UB, p. 331, "I use the Parisian edition of Mabilloa." 
ur present enquiry respects the "value" of Milner's History, it 
may be proper here to notice the " verbal alterations, " to which I have 
alluded above. The reader will observe, that Milner gives the passage 
JD inverted commas, and refers at the end of it to, " AUix, Churches of 
Piedmont, p. 140." It seems to me that under these circumstances he 
was not at liberty to malie any alteration whatever; and 1 must add 
that, the mere discovery that any writer had done such a thing, would 
ao destroy my confidence in him, as that I should consider his work, 
not merely of no value, but, as a mischievous and injurious thing, which 
ought to be exposed. Let him, if he will, quote laxly from memory, 
and tell us so — let him mistake, and blunder a& much as he pleases — 
but deliberately to alter the language of a writer, whose words one pro- 
fesses to quote, {supposing one could lie sure of always exactly preserving 
the idea) is something which I cannot reconcile with the fidelity which 
appears lo me to be the moat important qualification for a writer of 

But if others arc disposed to give greater licence in this respect, has 
Milner made a good use of it f Has he corrected Allix'a translation? 
I have already said that he has not restored — I am very willing to be- 
lieve he did not miss — the words in which the Prior declares that the 
heretics were burnt contrary to his will ; but beside this, has he not 
, softened down Allix's translation of the words in which Everviuus speaks 
\ of the proceedings of the people. Is " the people in excess of leal," a 
F better translation of "populis nimio zelo permotis than "the people 
being incited by overmuch zeal." If there ie no shade of ditferencc 
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while, it appeared to them that it \%'ould be more to die 
purj)()Re ♦ to send some wise men, who might convert the 
heretics y>y ))reaching, than to go themselves. They sent 
tlierefore, Peter, Cardinal of the title of St. Chiysogonns. 
and Legate of the Apostolic See, the Archbishops of Bourges 
and Narbonne, lleginald, Bishop of Bath, John, Bi^ 
of Poictiers, Henry, Abbot of Clairvaux, and many other 
ecclesiastics, that they might either convert the heretics, 
or, having convicted them of heresy, might exconmnmicate 
them, lie then goes on to give an account of their pro- 
ceedings on the occasion ; but, as the Legate and Abbot 
have each left a letter on the subject, it may be most satis 
factory, and, I think, most interesting, to give the story a 
tliey have related it; and, as I think that the facts of the cas 
have been misrepresented, and false conclusions have bee 
drawn, from a partial view of these documents, I shall giv 
them at full length. For the sake, how^ever, of makis 
them more intelligible, I shall take the liberty of invertin 
the order in which Roger de Hoveden has placed then 
and give the Abbot's letter first. 

\^Having given the letters ^ which occupy more than sixtet 
pages of small and close printing y I added] 

It appears to me, as I have already stated, that tl 
facts related in tliese letters have been misrepresented; ai 
that false conclusions have been drawn from them. 

That the reader may judge, let him tmn to Milnei 
account of this business.f He professes to have derive 
his information from Baronius, " a very determined enen 
of the Waldenses ;" and he tells us, that " the account 
" our English historian, Hoveden, is similar to that 



* " Videbatur eis plus posse proficere." Milner, in his account 
the matter. Vol. III. p. 482, says, they "thought it more prudent 
employ preachers." I suppose there is some meaning in this which 
do not discover. 

t Vol. III. p. 483. 
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" Baronius." This is not be wondered at, an the account 
' Baronius is merelT, and professedly, an extract from 
Hoveden's Annals;* but it does not appear to me to war- 
int Milner's statement, on one Tery important point. He 
that, after the condemnation of Peter Moranus, 
' many others abjured their heresies ; but some, reAising 
" to take the oaths ofswJ/>c/(Off, were excommunicated." It 
may suit the character of the Witnesses, to put the matter 
1 this light ; but, I apprehend, it is done at the expense 
fof truth; for I cannot find that they were required to take 
■Any " oaths of subjection." From the foregoing letters, in- 
1 deed, it does not clearly appear what was the nature of the 
oath required of these persons; though we might guess, from 
what took place on other similar occasions. At the Council 
of Lombers, of which wc have just had an account, the 
heretics were called upon to swear that they believed as 
they professed;t the same had just been required from 
Peter Moranus ;t and we might naturally suppose {espe- 
cially as we see that the Cardinal did not give them credit 
for sincerity in their confession) that it was a similar oath 
which was required from these persons. Indeed, Roger de 
Horeden {to whom we are indebted for the letters, and who 
is, I believe, tlie only authority on the subject) expressly 
says that it was so — that the Cardinal, and Bishops, 
" directed that they should swear that they behoved with 
the heart, what they had confessed with the mouth." ^ It 
is evident, I think, that when Uieir examiners found these 

• [Baronius in fnct introduces the extract bj' eayiug, "Quidautem 

actum fuerit, Rogeriue in Annalibns Angloruni Scriptur accurBtisaimua 

ita describit :" and the extract follows in italics, as usual, to distinguish 

it. One can only euppoee, eitlier that Milner had not Been BaroniuB, 

to ■whom he refers, or else, that he did not know " Rogerius" to be the 

same person as " Hoveden." The latter is perhaps the more probable.] 

+ See before, p. 144, " loterrogavit etiam eos Epiacopus pncdictus, si 

jurarent Be tenere fidem islam et credere." 

X Sec before, p. 156. 

5 " PrEecipcrunt, quod ipsi jurassent se ita corde credere, aicut ore 

coofitcbantur. " p. 238. 
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while, it appeared to them that it would be more to the 
purpose * to send some wise men, who might convert the 
heretics by preaching, than to go themselves. They sent, 
therefore, Peter, Cardinal of the title of St. Chrysogonus, 
and Legate of the Apostolic See, the Archbishops of Bourges 
and Narbonne, Reginald, Bishop of Bath, John, Bishop 
of Poictiers, Henry, Abbot of Clairvaux, and many other 
ecclesiastics, that they might either convert the heretics, 
or, having convicted them of heresy, might excommunicate 
them. He then goes on to give an account of their pro- 
ceedings on the occasion ; but, as the Legate and Abbot, 
have each left a letter on the subject, it may be most satis- 
factory, and, I think, most interesting, to give the story as 
they have related it; and, as I think that the facts of the case 
have been misrepresented, and false conclusions have been 
drawn, from a partial view of these documents, I shall give 
them at full length. For the sake, however, of making 
them more intelligible, I shall take the liberty of inverting 
the order in which Roger de Hoveden has placed them, 
and give the Abbot's letter first. 

[^Having given the letters, which occupy more than sia:teen 
pages of small and close printing , I addecT] 

It appears to me, as I have already stated, that the 
facts related in these letters have been misrepresented ; and 
that false conclusions have been drawn from them. 

That the reader may judge, let him turn to Milner's 
account of this business.f He professes to have derived 
his information from Baronius, " a very determined enemy 
of the Waldenses ;" and he tells us, that " the accoimt of 
" our English historian, Hoveden, is similar to that of 



* " Videbatur eis plus posse proficere." Milner, in his account of 
the matter, Vol. III. p. 482, says, they "thought it more prudent to 
employ preachers." I suppose there is some meaning in this which I 
do not discover. 

t Vol. III. p. 483. 
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'' Baronius." lliis is not be wondered at, as tlie account 
lof Baronius is mei-elj-, and professedly, an extract frum 
I Hoveden's Annals ;* but it does not appear to me to war- 
rant Milner's statement, on one very important point. He 
says, that, after the condemnation of Peter Moranus, 
" many others abjured their heresies ; but some, refusing 
" to take the oaths ofsubjec/ion^were excom mimic ated." It 
may suit the character of the Witnesses, to put the matter 
in this light ; but, I apprehend, it is done at the expense 
of truth ; for I cannot find tliat tliey were reqiiired to take 
any "oaths of subjection." From the foregoing letters, in- 
deed, it does not clearly apjiear what was the nature of the 
oath required of these persons; thougli we might guess, from 
what toot place on other similar occasions. At the Council 
of Bombers, of which we have just had an account, the 
heretics were called upon to swear that they believed as 
they professedjt the same had just been required from 
Peter Moranus ;t and we might naturally suppose (esjie- 
cially as we see that the Cardinal did not give them credit 
for sincerity in their confession) that it was a similar oath 
which was required from tliese persons. Indeed, Roger de 
Hoveden [to whom we are indebted for the letters, and who 
is, I believe, the only authority on the subject) expressly 
says that it was so — that the Cardinal, and Bishops, 
" directed that they should swear tliat tliey believed with 
the heart, what they had confessed with the mouth." § It 
is evident, I think, that when their examiners found these 

* [BaroniuB in fact introduces the extract by aayiug, " Quid autem 

actum fuerit, RogeriuH in Aiisalibus ADglorum Scriptor accuratissimm 

ita deacribit;" and the extract folluwa in ilalicr, as usual, to distinguish 

it. One can only suppose, either that Milner had nut seen Baronius, 

to whom he refers, or else, that he did not know " Rogerius" to be the 

same person aa " Hoveden." The latter is perhaps the more prolMble.] 

+ See before, p. 144, " Interrogavit etiam eoa Epiacopus prsfJictus, si 

jurarent se tenere fidem iatam et credere." 

I See before, p. 156. 

§ " Pneciperunt, quod ipsi jurassent se ita corde credere, eiciit ore 

confitebantur." p. 238. 



3*2 STRICTURES ON 

Thouloiise.* Had Milner got any other " original recoiV 
whereby to refute the " modem historian," except the 
" Waldensian records ?" and would not they, in his ^• 
mation, convict these persons of most grievous falsehood, 
in professing their belief of the popish doctrine of transub- 
staiitiation ? Had he any " original records " of the 
persecutions in which such numbers were " continually 
suffering" for a faith wliich (unless they beUed it) was con- 
sidered " sufficiently laudable, aiid cathoUc," by their 
enemies ? If he had, I wish he had referred to them. 

But Mr. Berington " believes these same enemies, who 
gave no proof of their sincerity that we know of." I really 
do not know what Milner means, by their " sincenty. 
Does he mean to doubt, that they were sincere, in theii 
belief of the popish principles, which they professed ? or 
that they could be suspected of any insincerity at all 
analogous to that which has been (whether justly or not) 
charged on these Albigenses ? I think that could not be 
his meaning. Does he mean then, that, being persons of 
whose love of truth we have no proof, we ought not to 
believe what they say ? Tliis, to be sure, is going a good 
way, and looks a little like prejudice ; but suppose that, 
for sake of argument, we grant it ; what would he have us 
disbelieve ? Did he think their letters a mere romance, 
and that they never went to Thoulouse at all ? No — he 
believes " the accoimt of the barbarous treatment of the 
rich old gentleman of Thoulouse," which ^^ confirms the 
" truth of Perrin's narrative of the like persecutions, and 
" demonstrates, from the testimony even of Roman \oiters, 
" that the horrors of papal tyranny, have not been misre- 
" presented in general, by protestant authors" — W^ell, then, 
so far, we are to believe — and, I repeat, what does he want 
us to disbelieve ? Is it the fact, that these persons made 
any confession at all, or that they made such a confession 
as their enemies record, or that, having made such a con- 
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Principabantur in populo, dominabantur in clero." 
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in, they were dealt with as their enemies represent t 
he mean that these Albigeuscs made a truly protestant 
Confession, " testifying against the demonolatrous apostacy," 
iimd that their false enemies, instead of ordering them off 
I to tlie stake, told tliem it was sufficiently laudable, and 
^catholic, and contented themselves with excommunicating 
them, because they would not swear? 

Or, by "their enemies," does he mean the Coimt of 
iiulouse, and the others, who confronted Uiem ? They 
" gave no proof of sincerity, that ue know of"' — Well, but 
Bon the other hand, do " we know of" any reason why they 
I should bring such charges against innocent persons, who 
really held such purely popish opinions as these persons 
professed ? Why should they persecute people who were 
as good papists as tliemselves f 

lu short, if we believe their enemies, they were Ma- 
nicheans — if we beheve themselves, they were Papists — 
which are we to beheve ? perhaps, as we are not called 
upon immediately to decide, it may be as well to suspend 
our belief of either party, until we have made some farther 
progi-ess in our enquiry. 



[Extract No. III. frmn p. 343.] 

Abont the year 1147, Saint Bernard received a loiter 
from Evervinus, PreEpositus of Steinfield, near Cologne, 
respecting some heretics who had been recently discovered, 
and burned, in that city. He give them no name, except 
that he says they called themselves apostles; and Beniard 
seems to imply that they did not assume, and were not 
known by, any ])aTticular appellation.* This abbot directed 

* QuiCre ab illis ame sectie auctorem ; ueminem dabunt quo 

nomine iatostitulovecensebEsfnulio. Serm.inCoHf.LXVI. Voi.I. 1494, 
Hesa^E, indeed, in the same discourse, "ae. . . , apostolicos nominanl;" 
but it docs not seem clear that they took this tiUe. At all events they 
were distinct fruio the sect of the ApostoUcs. 
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two Hermons against the errors of these heretics, vMl 
seem to have 1)een evidently suggested by the letter d 
Even'inuH; though, from some expressions, I am led u 
think that he was not indebted to that letter exlusivehix 
his knowledge; of the sect. 

The lettt^r has been printed by Mabillon,* and asii 
may throw light on our present subject, I shall give that 
part which has been translated by Allix,-f in his words. He 
omits the introduction, and I see nothings in it worth notic- 
ing for our ])urpose, except that Evervinus calls upon 
Bernard to come forward against "the neu^ heretics.''t 

** TluTc have been lately some heretics discovered amoog^ 
UB, near Cologne, whereof some with satisfaction returned again 
to the* Church: two of these, viz. one that was a Bishop amongst 
them, and his companions, openly opposed us in the assemblyof 
the clergy and laity, the Lord Archbishop himself being present, 
with many of the nobility, maintaining their heresy firom the 
words of Christ and the Apostles. But when they saw they could 
go no further, they desired that a day might be appointed for 
them, upon which thy might bring along with them men skilfiil 
in their belief, promising to return to the church, provided tbey 
should find their masters defective in answering what was op- 
posed to them ; but that otherwise they would rather die than 
depart from their judgment. Upon this their declaration, after 
that for three days together they had been admonished, and 
found unwilling to repent, they were seized by the people, being 
incited by overmuch zeal, and put into the fire and burnt ; and" 
&c. § 



♦ Op. Bern. Vol. I. c. 1487. t Ch. of Pied. 153. 

I " Contra novos hereticos, qui circumquaque jam fere per omnes 
" eccleslas ebulliunt de puteo abyssi quasi jam princeps illorum incipiat 
" dissolvi, et instet dies domini." 

§ Allix has omitted Evervinus's declaration that this was done against 
his will. His words are, "rapti sunt a populis nimio zelo permotis, 
nobis tamen invitis : et in ignem positi, atque cremati." Milner, who 
refers to Allix for the story, and who seems to have taken his extracts 
of the letter from Allix's translation, with such verbal alterations as he 
saw fit to make, follows implicitly on this point. Vol. III. 378. His 
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[EA-lraui .Vo. IV.fmtn p. 3fio.] 

Gi;lielmus Nedbbigensis. A.D. 1197. 

The account which this n-riter has given of the Publi- 
Wns, who were condemned at the Council of Oxford, in 
I, has been already referred to, at p. 90 and I;J8. With 
^e short statement of John Brompton (who appears lucrelyto 
,ve abridged from William of Newbury) and a still shorter 
tice by Radulphus de Diceto, it forms, I beliL'ie, the only 
iccouut which we have of the matter. I nhall give all that 
5nd on the subject in tliese writers among the autho- 
rities; and here only translate what immediately refers to 
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following the "modem historian," ami not tliu "original record," in 
jQiia case was the leaa excusable, because he seems to have bad access 
He tells UB, p. 331, "I use the Pariaian edition of Mahillon." 
fAfl our present enquiry respects the " value" of Milner's History, it 
may be prn|)er here to notice the '" verbal alterations," to which I have 
alluded above. The reader will observe, that Milner gives the passage 
in inverted commas, and refers at the end of it to, " Allix, Churches of 
Piedmont, p. 140." It seems to me that under these circumstances he 
was not at liberty to make any alteration whatever; and I must add 
that, the mere discovery that any writer had done such a thing, would 
so destroy my confidence in him, as that I should consider hb work, 
not merely of no value, but, as a mischievoos and injurious thing, which 
DQght to be exposed. Let him, if he will, quote laxly from memory, 
and te1! us ho — let him mistake, and blunder as much as he pleases — 
but deliberately to alter the language of a writer, whose words one pro- 
fesses to quote, {supposing one could be sure of always exactly preserving 
the idea) is something which 1 cannot reconcile with the fidelity which 
appears to me to be the most important qualification for a writer of 
history. 

But if others are disposed to give greater licence in this respect, has 
Milner made a good use of it } Has he corrected Allix'a translation } 
I have already said that he has not restored — I am very willing to he- 
lieve he did not miss — the words in which the Prior declares that the 
heretics were burnt contrary to his will ; but beside this, has he not 
softened down Alllx's translation of the words in which Evervinus speaks 
of the proceedings of the jieople. Is " the people in excess of zeal," a 
better translation of "populis nimio zelo permotis than "the people 
being incited by overmuch zeal." If there ia nn shade of difference 
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lh#: |Hiiijl ill qijr-»lif>n — ^namelr, the opimi^j^a* which ai% «:•: 
t/> h;i* #r l/€r#rij hcW hv these alleged heretics- I most c?. 
howc% er, remark ujKin the war in which they have oes 
iijihn-preMriiiifl by wime modem historians. Henry, in iii 

li'ihiory of Kijglanrl, Hay» — 

** A rorripariy of about thirty men and women. whospiH 
the (ifTtnan laiiifua'/e, appeared in Eln^land at this time, ai' 
»f>ori attracted the attention of government by the sin^lariiT; 
thfrir relij^ioij» praetiee» and opinions. It is indeed very difici 
U) discover with certaintv what their opinions were, becaaseti 
are rerrorrh-d only by our monkish historians, who speak ot ice 
with mu( h as|Hrity. They were apprehended and brought befo 
a f'ouncil of the Cierirv at Oxford. Bein^ interrogated abo 
thirir rclit^ion, their teacher, named Gerard, a man of leamrn 
ariHwered, in their name, that they were christians, and beHev 
the doctrines of the ajKiStles. Upon a more particular enquii 
it vjfjH founds that they denied several of the received doctni 
of the f 'hurch, as purtjatory, prayers for the deady and the in\ 
cation of Saints ; and, refusinj^ to abandon those damnai 
heresies, as they were called, they were condemned as incorrigi 



iM'iwccn lIu'M*' cxprcHHionM, why did Milner make any change — ^if th 
in, hml hr a rJKht to do it ? Neither has he corrected that error 
Allix, whi<'li rnakc'M it appear as if an indefinite number of heretics w 
hiirtiecl on this orraHion. He follows Allix in translating "socio su« 
by "liiM rornpaiiioriH/'— and, when he alters in other cases, does 
improve ? Let the reader judge : 
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Qiioniiii i|iiiilntn «Mim 
MttUrMrlloiin 

(!um viilUvpiil NO not) 
|M>««n priH'iMlrro 
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ALLIX, 

W'lioroof some with 
nntiHraclioii 

V^ hfii tlioy saw they 
rouhl no no further 

■Aftor that for three 
<I«.VH togrtlior they had 
hi'on atlmonishod, and 
Amnd unwilling to re- 
liant 



MILNER. 

Though several of tl 
have with satisfactioi 

Finding that they m 
no impression 

Having been iu\m 
ished to repent for th 
days. 



U Mil....,-H ImuHlutio,, „,„„. eorrect and faithful ? Such as it 

l*.lm,« w.,.i.l.«t»lly but Zll -^ t^'^t'ons are here also mac 

vwiy, out the omission is not supplied.] 



milner's church history. 87 

heretics, and delivered to the secular arm to be punished. The 
King, at the instigation of the clergy, commanded them to be 
branded with a red hot iron on the forehead, to be whipped 
through the streets of Oxford, and having their clothes cut sliort 
by their girdles, to be turned out into the open fields, all persons 
being forbidden to afford them any shelter or relief under the 
severest penalties. This cruel sentence was executed in its 
utmost rigour ; and it being the depth of winter , all these 
unhappy persons perished with cold and hunger." Book III. 
ch. II. §. 3. 

Milner, who seems to have followed the "modern his- 
torian" implicitly, without troubling himself about the 
" original records," which were referred to, relates the story 
in much the same way ;* and then adds — 

** They had made one female convert in England, who, 
through fear of similar punishment, recanted. The whole num- 
ber of the Germans remained, however, patient, serene, and 
composed, repeating, * Blessed are those, who are persecuted for 
righteousness* sake ; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.* 
Their teacher Gerard, that he might be distinguished from the 
rest, had an additional stigma on his chin. 

** What a darkness must at that time have filled this island ! 
A wise and sagacious King, a renowned university, the whole 
body of the clergy and laity, all united in expelling Christ from 
their coasts ! Brief as is the account of the Martyrs, it is suffi- 
ciently evident that they were the martyrs of Christ, Driven 
most probably from home by the rage of persecution, they had 
brought the light and power of the Gospel with them into Eng- 
land ; and so totally senseless and corrupt was our nation, that 
none received it." 



* Vol. III. p. 424. I have not the edition of Henry's History, to 
which Milner refers; but, in the fourth edition (8vo. 1805.) the autho- 
rities stand thus, "W. Neubrig. 1. 2. c. 13. Item, p. 631. J. Brompt. 
col. 1050;" the latter reference being to the column of the Decern 
Scriptores, edited by Twysden. Milner's reference is, " Neubrig. 
Brompt. Collect. See Henry's Hist, of Eng. Vol. III. p. 240." For 
the particulars mentioned by him, which are not contained in Henry's 
History, I suppose that Milner was indebted to Mr. Berington. 
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" that the women who heard them were enraptured with 
" the sound. He further says, that they taught men to 
" live by the words of the gospel, and the apostles ; that 
" they led religions lives; that their manners were seasoned 
" with grace, and their words prudent ; that they freely dis- 
" coursed of divine things that they might he esteemed good 
" men. He observes that they taught their children and 
" families the Epistles and Gospels." Vol. III. p. 453.* 



• I dont carry the quotation farther in the text, because the above 
is all that relates to Reineriue, with whom we are at present concerned ; 
but what must Bome of Milner's readers think of the contiottation of 
the paragraph, " Claude, Bishop of Turin, wrote a treatise ai/aiaat i/teir 
" doctrines, in which he candidly owns that they themselves were blanie- 
" less, without reproach among men, and that they observed the divine 
■' commands with all their might." Those who had read Milner's chap- 
ter in the same volume "On the opposition made to the corruptions of 
Popery in this century, particularly by Claudius, Bishop of Turin," 
would surely be surprised to find that amoug " the works of this great 
and good roan" there was a treatise against the doctrine nf the Wal- 
densea. To be sure it would be something — and something more than 
has ever been done yet — to find that in the ninth century there were 
any Waldenses to write against ; but that Claudius, Bishop of Turin, 
should have done it would be strange indeed. The simple fact, how- 
ever, is that Milner has confounded a Bishop of the niath, with an 
Archbbhop of the eixleenlk century ; and does not appear to have been 
aware that he had already (and, as in the case of Reinerius, on the page 
immediately preceding) given this testimony of this same person, when 
he said " Seysillius says, it miu^h strengthens the Waldenses, that, 
" their heresy excepted, they generally live a purer life than other 
" christians," &c. This is what is principally to be complained of in 
Milner ; that, after declaring that he Meper followed " modem histo- 
rians," his work, aa to Matory, is chiefly made up of extracts at second, 
or fiftieth, hand from modem historians, whose authorities, in many 
cases, he actually did not understand, because he did not sufficiently 
consult original writers. Why did he not know that Rogema was 
Hoveden — and Reiaeriat, the pont\fical In^iaitor — and that Seyirilliuii, 
was Ctaude, Archbishop of Turin i — Why did he write such unintelli- 
gible matter by way of reference as "Neubrig. Brorapt. Collect." — 
why did he palm off upon the poor Abbot of Croyland (who knew even 
less of the matter than he did himself) the story about a Bishop of 
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fill, let the reader of Milner's History judge. In the preseDl 
;, all that he supposed himself to know of these people 
, that they denied tlie doctrines of purgatory, prayers 
ifor the dead, and the invocation of tlie saints, and that they 
were "patient, serene, and composed," (which latter is, as 
|iar as I know, an addition of his own) and on this he built 
bis judgment. 

But what evidence have we, that tliese persons said 
(mything about purgatory, or prayerisfur the dead, or the 
invocation of Sainti'r* If, indeed, they were Publicans, 



against Jovinian, because, from carelessly reading the translation, he 
was led to suppose that Mosheim Lad Bpoken too well of hira. " I 
" admire," he says, " the p'lailivenfsi of Moshella, in deciding so pe- 
" ranptorily for the character of a man, of whose writingB nothing has 
" come down to us, but a single sentence bo barbarous and doubtful." 
Now, what had Mosheim so positively, and peremptorily, aaidf I 
really thiul: that a reader of Milner would be more likely to form a 
fitvourable opinion of Jovinian, than a reader of Mosheim. The former 
Writer, indeed, slates the matter as doubtfiil, but find* "that which 
strongly inclines him to hope" that the real character of Jovinian was 
good : the latter is so far from positively, and peremptorily, deciding 
in his favour, that he expresses suspicion, but gives no opinion at all ; 
and Milner should have known, before he " censured" Mosheim, that 
the " worthy oppoaer," and the "jiidicioas opinions," and "judicious 
reasonings," of Jovinian, were merely flourishes of the translator, who 
was woot thus to embellish his author, though sometimes at the 
expence of fidelity and truth. Mosheim, speaking of Aerius, says, 
" rrdphirvithicreligionemadpriscamaimplicitatero revocarevoluisser 
" quod consilium iu le aperlatum pulchrum eat, tametsi in camia et 
" agtndi raiioHe forte qucedam rcprehendi possint. Plures hujsa generia 
" homines hac setate erant, qui progressum supersUtionum et errorum 
" dc vera rcligionis natura moleste ferentes, ei sese objiciebant, sed 
" laboris hunc unum fructum capiebant, ut infamia notarentur, Emi- 

" net infer eoi Jovinianus, monachus Italus." Smc. IV. P. II. Cap. 

lii. §. 22. p. 173. 

■ The only colour (it is no authority) for Henry's statement, is a 
note of Picnrd'a, in Heame's edition of William of Newbury, which 
Henry refers to by " Item, p. 631." Picard quotes a MS. of Ralph of 
Coggeshall, in which he speaks of the persecution of the Publicans 
generally ; and, among others, of these. He afterwards (butvrilh no 
sperial reference to them) details the doctrines of the Sect. His state- 
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" Hear what a character an ancient Inquisitor gives 


of this people," and then, without seeming at all aware 


that this " ancient inquisitor" is the person to whom he had 


already thrice referred, and who had been actnally named 


in the preceding sentence, he gives, what {if it cannot be 


called anotlier version of the passage which he had given 


before) is, I beheve, something more lite a real translation 


of certain words of Reinerius from which a part of the pre- 


ceding quotation bad been, in someway or other, extracted. 


He now professes to quote from " Alhx, p. 235 ;" he gives 


the passage with marks of quotation; and he does not inti- 


mate that a single word is altered, or omitted. The following 


columns contain the original of Reinerius, and the transla- 


tion of Allix, as given by himself, and by Milner:— 


REINERIDS SACCllO. 


ALLIS'S THAN SLA. 


ALLIX'S TRANSLA. 1 




TLON.oEitiUmLliiii the 


TION, B8 gl.en by 




'Churches of Fiedmunl,' 


MILNER, ToL III. iti. \ 




p,S35. lorOs£Ed.35T.} 




llffitpdci cognoscimhir 


Hcretus are known by 


The HsreUcs are 




their mimnen nod words; 






tor thej are orderly and 


a^dwords; forlheyare 


Bilirtmodesti: 


iDodeM in their oBonera 


orderly and modest in 




mabelBYionri 




SBpeihiBra in yalibus 


they avoid ail pride in 


They avoid aU appear- 


non habail, >iuia nee 


their habiH, aa weBiing 


ance of pride in Ihrir 




nfilhrr very rich clothes. 


dress, they neither want 


•^eeOi utuntur. 


Borover mean and ragged 


rlehclDlhcs. nor are they 






loo mean and rsgaed in 




Tlicy tcep up no com- 


They avoid commerce 




mercs or Crade, lo aToid 


that they may he free 


n juramemii el (randei 


lies, aweuing. and deeeit. 


from falsehood and do- 


vitandflj; SHllantumri- 


but Poly live hy the la- 




vunt de labore u t oplauei. 


bour ot their owu liands. 


industry, as day-labour^ 










day.labour«>; 




Docloreg etiom 




and their preach- 


ipsorom sunl .ulor« ct 














They do not heap up 


TheyseelinolloDmaaa 






wealth, but are ooutcnl 


amlmH. 
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Additional Remarks on t/ie xubject of the foregoing 
E.vlracts. 

These extracts contain nearly every reference to 
IMilner's Cburch History which occurs in my book on 
Kibe AlbigenBcs and Waldcnses ;* and most of them relate, 
■more or less directly, to that subject Tliat they do not, 
[ however, expose all the error, conliision, and false view of 
tilings, which we find in that one part of Mihicr's Historj-, 
will appear from the following statement. 

Everybody, who has read about the Waldenses, must 
have seen quotations from Reinerius Saccho. He has been 
constantly, and triumphantly, brought forward, by one 
writer after another, as a popish inquisitor (and therefore 
an enemy), and an apostate Waldensiau (and tlierefore well 
informed), to testify as to t!ie antiquity and piety of the 
Waldenses. Whether the author of the books t which go 
under the name of Ileinerius was really the ItaUan Inqui- 
sitor, I very much doubt ; but this is no place to discuss 
the question — that he had not been a Waldeusian before 
he became a iVIonk, is plain from his ovra words. If, 
indeed, there is anything in his book which is perfectly 
clear, it is that he had been one of the Cathari ; a sect 
who, as I have elsewhere shewn, were not only distinct 
from, but opposed to, the Waldenses, or as Reinerius called 



* 1 am not aware that the name of Milner occurs anywhere elae 
except at p. 93, 133, 130, 3S9, where the reference is not sufficiently 
important to warrant tbe long explanation which would be neceBsary 
to make it mteltigiblc. 

+ Or perhaps I should rather say "the book," for the Sun mn i>Vo(m 

Sf^Krii is in foci UHle more than an extract from the Liber contra 

WnWenses, if indeed it is not, as I suspect, the original work, while 

the larger book is a compilation. As far as relates to the present ques- 

I tion, however, they are identical. 
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ThoulouBe.* Had Milner got any other ** original records," 
whereby to refute the '^ modem historian,'' except dte 
" Waldensiau records ?" and would not they, in his esd- 
mation, convict these persons of most grievous falsehood, 
in professing their belief of the popish doctrine of transnb- 
staiitiation ? liad he any '^ original records " of the 
persecutions in which such numbers were ^^ continuaUj 
sufTering'* for a faiUi which (unless they belied it) was con- 
sidered " sufficiently laudable, and catholic,'' by their 
enemies ? If he had, I wish he had referred to them. 

But Mr. Berington " believes these same enemies, who 
gave no proof of their sincerity that we know of." I really 
do not know what Milner means, by their ** sincerity." 
Does he mean to doubt, that they were sincere, in their 
belief of the popish principles, which they professed? or 
that they could be suspected of any insincerity at all 
analogous to that which has been (whether justly or not) 
charged on these Albigenses ? I think that could not be 
his meaning. Does he mean then, that, being persons of 
whose love of truth we have no proof, we ought not to 
believe what they say ? Tliis, to be sure, is going a good 
way, and looks a little like prejudice ; but suppose that, 
for sake of argument, we grant it ; what would he have us 
disbelieve ? Did he think their letters a mere romance, 
and that they never went to Thoulouse at all ? No — he 
believes " the account of the barbarous treatment of the 
rich old gentleman of Thoulouse," which "confirms the 
" truth of Perrin's narrative of the like persecutions, and 
" demonstrates, from the testimony even of Roman writers, 
" that the horrors of papal tyranny, have not been misre- 
" presented in general, by protestant authors" — ^Well, then 
so far, we are to believe — and, I repeat, what does he want 
us to disbelieve ? Is it the fact, that these persons made 
any confession at all, or that they made such a confession 
as their enemies record, or that, having made such a con- 



* " Principabantur in populo, dominabantur in clero." 
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, they were dealt with as their euemies represent ? 
Does he mean that these Albigenses made a truly protestant 
ionfession, " testifying against the demon olatrous apostacy," 
tad that their false enemies, instead of ordering them off 
) the stake, told them it was sufficiently laudable, and 
Satholic, and contented themselves with excommunicating 
Ibem, because they would not swear ? 

Or, by " their enemies," does he mean the Count of 

iiiulouse, and the others, who confronted them ? They 

no proof of sincerity, that ice knaic of"- — Well, but 

1 the other hand, do " we know of" any reason why they 

I should bring snch charges against innocent persons, who 

really held such purely popish opinions as these persons 

professed ? Why should they persecute people who were 

as good papists as themselves ? 

In short, if we believe Uieir enemies, they were Ma- 
nicheans — if we believe themselves, they were Papists — 
which are we to believe ? perhaps, as we are not called 
upon immediately to decide, it may be as well to suspend 
our belief of either party, until we have made some farther 
progress in our enquiry. 



{Extract No. III. from p. 343.] 

About the year 1147, Saint Bernard received a letter 
from Evervinns, Prajpositns of Steinfield, near Cologne, 
respecting some heretics who had been recently discovered, 
and burned, in that city. He give them no name, except 
tliat he says they called themselves apostles ; and Bernard 
seems to imply that they did not assume, and were not 
known by, any particular appellation.* This abbot directed 



* Quxre ab iUis auic sects Huctorem ; nemmem dabuot quo 

nomine istOBtitubveceoaebia; nullo. Serm. in Can(.LXVI. Vol.1. 1494. 
He saya, indeed, in the same (JiscoutBe, "se. . . . apostolicoa nominant;" 
but it does not seem clear that they took this title. At all events they 
were distinct from the sect of the Apostotics. 
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two Hermons against the errors of these heretics, whki! 
seem to have been evidently suggested hy the letter of 
Rven'inus; though, from some expressioDs, I am ledu- 
think that he was not indebted to that letter exlusivekfoi 
his knowledge of the sect. 

The Icttc^r has been printed by Mabillon,* and ash 
may throw light on our present subject, I shall give that 
part which has been translated by Allix,t in his words. He 
omits the introduction, and I see nothing in it worth notic- 
ing for our purpose, except that Evervinus calls upon 
Bernard to come forward against "the new heretics.''t 

** Tliere have been lately some heretics discovered amongst 
UB, near Cologne, whereof some with satisfaction returned again 
to the Church: two of these, viz. one that was a Bishop amongst 
them, and his companions, openly opposed us in the assembly of 
the clergy and laity, the Lord Archbishop himself being present, 
with many of the nobility, maintaining their heresy from the 
words of Christ and the Apostles. But when they saw they could 
go no further, they desired that a day might l>e appointed for 
them, upon which thy might bring along with them men skilful 
in their belief, promising to return to the church, provided they 
should find their masters defective in answering what was op- 
posed to them ; but that otherwise they would rather die than 
depart from their judgment. Upon this their declaration, after 
that for three days together they had been admonished, and 
found unwilling to repent, they were seized by the people, being 
incited by overmuch zeal, and put into the fire and burnt ; and" 
&c. § 



♦ Op. Bern. Vol. I. c. 1487. t Ch. of Pied. 153. 

I " Contra novos hereticos, qui circumquaque jam fere per omnes 
" ecclesias ebulliunt de puteo abyssi quasi jam princeps illorum incipiat 
" dissolvi, et instet dies domini." 

§ Allix has omitted Evervinus's declaration that this was done against 
his will. His words are, "rapti sunt a populis nimio zelo permotis, 
nobis tamen invitis : et in ignem positi, atque cremati." Milner, who 
refers to Allix for the story, and who seems to have taken his extracts 
of the letter from Allix's translation, with such verbal alterations as he 
saw fit to make, follows implicitly on this point. Vol. III. 378. His 



MM.NBKS rHTRrH HISTORY. 35 

[Eu-travl i\o. IV. from p. 365.] 

GiiLiELMUS Nekbrigensis. A.D. 1197. 

The account which this wxiter has given of tlie Publi- 
ans, wlio were condemned at the Council of Oxford, in 
fcieo, has been already referred to, at p. 30 and V-W. With 
^e short atatemeut of John Brompton (who appears merely to 
jpare abridged from William of Newbury) and a ^lill shorter 
poticc hy RadulphuB de Diceto, it forms, I bcliL'* c, the only 
llccount which we have of the matter. I .shall give all that 
_T can find on the subject in these writers among the autho- 
rities; and here only translate what immediately refers to 

following the "modem historian," ami not the "original record," in 
this case was the leas excusable, because he seems to have had access 
to it. He tells us, p. 331. "I use the Parisian edition of Mabillon." 
[As our [iresent enquiry respectB the "value" of Milner's History, it 
may He proper here to notice the "verbal alterations," to which I have 
alladed abovi^. The reader will observe, that Milncr gives the passage 
in inverted commas, and refers at the end of it to, " AUix, Churches of 
Piedmont, p. 140." It seems to me that under these circumstances he 
was not at liberty to make any alteration whatever; and I must add 
that, the mere discovery that any writer had done such a thing, would 
so destroy my confidence in him, as that I should consider his work, 
not merely of no value, but, a» a mischievoiis aud injorious thing, which 
ought to be exposed. Let him, if he will, quote laxly from memory, 
and tell us so — let him mistake, and blunder as much as he pleases — 
but deliberately to alter the language of a writer, whose words one pro- 
fesses tu quote, (supposing one could be sure of always exactly preserving 
the idea) is something which I cannot reconcile with the fidelity which 
ap[)earB lo me to be the moat important qualification for a writer of 

But if others are disposed to give greater licence in this respect, has 
Miloer made a good use of it? Has he corrected Allix's translation? 
I have already said that he has not restored — I am very willing to be- 
lieve he did not raias — the words in which the Prior declares that the 
heretics were burnt contrary to his will ; but beside this, has he not 
softened down Alii I 's translation of the words in which Evervinus speaks 
of the proceedings of the people. Is " the people in excess of zeal," a 
better translation of " popiilis niniio zelo penuotis than "the people 
being incited by overmuch zeal." If there is no shade of difference 
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the point in question — namely, the opinions which are said 
to have been held by these alleged heretics. I must first, 
however, remark upon the way in which they have been 
misrepresented by some modem historians. Henry, in hb 
History of England, says — 

** A company of about thirty men and women, who spoke 
the German language, appeared in England at this time, aad 
soon attracted the attention of government by the singularity of 
their religious practices and opinions. It is indeed very difScult 
to discover with certainty what their opinions were, because they 
are recorded only by our monkish historians, who speak of them 
with much asperity. They were apprehended and brought before 
a Council of the Clergy at Oxford. Being interrogated about 
their religion, their teacher, named Gerard, a man of learDing, 
answered, in their name, that they were christians, and believed 
the doctrines of the apostles. Upon a more particular enquiry, 
it was found, that they denied several of the received doctrines 
of the Church, ^s purgatory y prayers for the dead, and the invo- 
cation of Saints ; and, refusing to abandon those damnable 
heresies, as they were called, they were condemned as incorrigible 



between these expressions, why did Milner make any change — if there 
is, had he a right to do it ? Neither has he corrected that error of 
Allix, which makes it appear as if an indelSnite number of heretics were 
burned on this occasion. He follows Allix in translating "socio suo," 
by "his companions," — and, when he alters in other cases, does he 
improve ? Let the reader judge : 



EVERVINUS. 

Quorum quidam cum 
satisfactione 

Cum vidissent se non 
posse procedere 

Cum per triduum essent 
admoniti et rcsipiscere 
noluissent 



ALLIX. 

Whereof some with 
satisfaction 

"When they saw they 
could go no further 

After that for three 
days together they had 
been admonished, and 
found unwilling to re> 
pent 



MILNER. 

Though several of them 
have with satisfaction 

Finding that they made 
no impression 

Having been admon- 
ished to repent for three 
days. 



Is Milner's translation more correct and faithful? Such as it is, 
however, it has been adopted, professedly from his work, in the Eccle- 
siastical History, published by the Society for promoting useful Know- 
ledge, p. 351. One or two verbal alterations are here also made, 
perhaps accidentally, but the omission is not supplied.] 
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heretics, and delivered to the secular arm to be punished. The 
King, at the instigation of the clergy, commanded them to be 
branded with a red hot iron on the forehead, to be whipped 
through the streets of Oxford, and having their clothes cut short 
by their girdles, to be turned out into the open fields, all persons 
being forbidden to afford them any shelter or relief under the 
severest penalties. This cruel sentence was executed in its 
utmost rigour; and it being the depth of winter, all these 
unhappy persons perished with cold and hunger." Book III. 
ch. II. §. 3. 

Milner, who seems to have followed the "modern his- 
torian" implicitly, without troubling himself about the 
" original records," which were referred to, relates the story 
in much the same way ;* and then adds — 

** They had made one female convert in England, who, 
through fear of similar punishment, recanted. The whole num- 
ber of the Germans remained, however, patient, serene, and 
composed, repeating, * Blessed are those, who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake ; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.' 
Their teacher Gerard, that he might be distinguished from the 
rest, had an additional stigma on his chin. 

** What a darkness must at that time have filled this island ! 
A wise and sagacious King, a renowned university, the whole 
body of the clergy and laity, all united in expelling Christ from 
their coasts ! Brief as is the account of the Martyrs, it is suffi- 
ciently evident that they were the martyrs of Christ. Driven 
most probably from home by the rage of persecution, they had 
brought the light and power of the Gospel with them into Eng- 
land ; and so totally senseless and corrupt was our nation, that 
none received it.*' 



* Vol. III. p. 424. I have not the edition of Henry's History, to 
which Milner refers; but, in the fourth edition (8vo. 1805.) the autho- 
rities stand thus, " W. Neubrig. 1. 2. c. 13. Item, p. 631. J. Brompt. 
col. 1050;" the latter reference being to the column of the Decern 
Scriptores, edited by Twysden. Milner's reference is, " Neubrig. 
Brompt. Collect. See Henry's Hist, of Eng. Vol. III. p. 240." For 
the particulars mentioned by him, which are not contained in Henry's 
History, I suppose that Milner was indebted to Mr. Berington. 
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to justifv his omitting it* I shall not, however, shrai 
fhim saying what I think of the matter, which is anplj 
this — tliat Milner did see it — that he knew very little abofi 
the heretics^ or the inquisitors, of the thirteenth century; 
but had a gt*noral, and though rather a vague, yet a ray 
stn>ng, idea that the one was a very good and the other i 
von- bad set of people — that this charge was a bit of jm- 
judico, or malice, or mistake on the part of the Inquiata 
which he not only might quietly omit, but which it was* 
the whole best and most expedient to say nothing about 

If wo now proceed to page 202 of the fourth volume, 
we shall again, and for the fifth time, fall in with our S 
friend Reinorius, though his name is somewhat changed, 
and his occupation such as we should not expect. Ofliis 
identity then* can be no doubt — for though Milner does not 
appear to have been aware of it, and calls him " Sancho 
Reinher,"" yet he tells us that he '^ was an apostate and a 
persecutor of tlie Waldenses in the thirteenth century." 
And for what purpose therefore does the reader suppose that 
he is cited ? Why, of all things in the world, to bear testi- 
mony to the good character of the disciples of a man who was 
not boni until near a centur}' after Reinerius is supposed 
to have written his book. His testimony, first garbled and 

♦ This "parura orant" has been much in the way of the admirers of 
the Waldenses ; but I do not know that any one has used so violent a 
method as Milner, who omits it, and goes on, in a quotation. Mr. 
Sharon Turner, in his Histor\' of England, snaps the quotation short 
off after " learning or teaching," though in the middle of a sentence. 
Vol. V. p. 129. Mr. Vaughan, in his Life of Wycliffe, (and I must 
observe that both these gentlemen refer by the column to the original 
in the ' Bibliotheca Patrum*) does the same ; and the words with which 
he closes the quotation, and' continues the paragraph, are 'worth copy- 
ing ; — " ever employed in labour, in reading, or in communicating 
" knowledge [here a full stop, and reference to Reinerius], If piety b 
" to be at all determined by its fruits, these statements from a contem- 
'* porary and an opponent must be decisive of its reality in the case of 
'* the Waldenses.'* Vol I. p. 141. 
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^ wrested in favour of the Leonists, was so much to the pur- 
jt pose, that it is repeated in behalf of the Wickliffites. 
ri Notwithstanding that Milner does, as I have said, on that 
5 , very page, tell us that this Sancho Reinher was a persecutor 
T of the Waldenses in the thirteenth century, he gives us 
I another, and a very curious, translation of the passage 
which he had given before from Allix. Then Milner made 
it say " the heretics," which Reinerius and Allix did not; 
and now it is for "the Wickliffites^'' of whom Reinerius 
could not have heard. The reader will perceive that the 
passage is evidently the same, though the order of some of 
the sentences is altered, and it is a very "free transla- 
tion" — indeed so much so that I really believe Milner did 
not know that he had seen it before : — 



** Hseretici cognoscuntur per 
mores et verba ; sunt enim in 
moribus compositi et modesti : 
superbiam in vestibus non lia- 
bent : quia nee preciosis nee 
multum abjectis utuntur. 

tantum vivunt de labore 

ut opifices divitias non 

multiplicant , sed necessariis 
sunt contenti. 

Negotiationes non 
habent propter mendacia et 
juramenta et fraudes vitandas. 

Casti etiam sunt tem- 

perati etiam sunt ad 

tabernas non eunt, nee ad 
choreas, nee ad alias vanitates 

semper operantur dis- 

cunt, vel docent 

et ideo parum 
Grant. 

Cavent etiam . . a juramento." 



** The disciples of Wickliffe 
are men of a serious, modest 
deportment; avoiding all os- 
tentation in dress , mixing 
little with the busy world, and 
complaining of the debauchery 
of mankind. They maintain 
themselves wholly by their own 
labour, and utterly despise 
wealth ; being fully content 
with bare necessaries. They 
follow no traffic, because it is 
attended with so much lying, 
swearing, and cheating. They 
are chaste and temperate ; are 
never seen in taverns, or a- 
mused by the trifling gayeties 
of life. You find them always 
employed; either learning or 
teaching. They are concise 
and devout in their prayers; 
blaming an unanimated pro- 
lixity. They never swear,'* &c. 
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Some other passages, taken from various parts of 
Reinerius, are added to this new edition of the extract 
Of them it is not necessary here to speak ; but what are 
we to say of what I have copied ? Not to mention the 
extreme absurdity of applying it to the Wickliffites, (a mis- 
take of which I may, perhaps, on some future occasion giie 
the history) what shall we say to the shameless perversion 
of the author's meaning? Does anybody — or could any- 
body ever — think that by " parum orant" Reinerius meant 
anything like the paraphrase which is here given? The 
obnoxious words, which were before omitted, are here am- 
plified and twisted into something lovely, and of good report, 
with a degree of assurance which is quite astonishing.* 
I no more believe that Milner did it, than I believe that 
he had ever read the work of Reinerius, or nine tenths 
of the books which his imdertaking required that he should 
consult. He however has set it afloat, and it is upon the 



♦ If the Albigenses and Waldenses have suffered from the perverse 
ingenuity of their popish adversaries, who sometimes "wrested their 
words to bring out the worst meaning which they could possibly bear, 
it has been in a great measure made up to them by their admirers, who 
have shewn at least as much skill and boldness in putting the best con- 
struction on whatever they said or did. A curious specimen of this 1 
find in Mr. Blair's History of the Waldenses, which I had not seen un- 
til this pamphlet was in the press, and in which I have as yet read little 
but what relates to Reinerius Saccho. This writer had mentioned, as one 
of the causes of heresy, that the heretics had translated the scriptures 
into the vulgar tongue; and he adds "Et quia simt laid iidotae, false et 
" corrupte scripturam exponunt, ut est illud Joan. I. * In propria venit 
** et 8ui eum non receperunt/ Ibi dicunt sui id est porci, dicentes sut pro 
" sues. Et illud Psalmi *Increpa feras harundinis/ straffe die thier der 
" Schwalben, dicentes, hirundinis pro harundinis," &c. As far as I know, 
Mr. Blair is the first person who ever supposed that Reinerius meant 
anything but to expose the ignorance of laymen, who had misconstrued 
the text of Scripture in sheer ignorance. Mr. Blair's version of the 
matter, however, is as follows : " He is enraged" [I know not what sign 
of rage is exhibited by Reinerius] " at some of their expositions^ such 
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tuthority of his work that it has been widely circulated as 
III noble testimony to the Lollards,* In excnse for those 
■ who adopted it, it must be added that Milner, not merely 
linserts the word "Wickliffites" in the quotation, but he 
I goes on to say " these excellencies in the character of the 
"followers ofWickliff, are not here mentioned by the author, 

' &c So little in the timeii of WickliffaxiA hm/ollowerK 

I " had the prevaihng religion, &c." 



3 that 01 



Vol. I. p. i 



a the words, 'he came to his own, and hia own, »ai, received 
ReineriuB says, the Wsldenaes by o.p«n on mi, his omt, 
»uea, swine, and apply it to Christ's enemies. He fhinka, 
J the Catholics, as if they were no better than swine." 
H. Where Mr. Blair found ReineriuB saying, ot thinking, 
anything about the matter, except the few words which I have quoted, 
I do not know; and how he can bring out of them any such meaning, 
I cannot imagine. 

• In Milner's History this passage stands under the head-line "Per- 
secution of the Lollards." Mr. Fry, in his short History of the Chureli 
of Christ, has copied it exactly ; and introduces it by saying, " Mr. 
" Milner towards the cloae of his account of the Lnllards, has given 
" their character from a popish writer, which speaks more power- 
" fiiUy in their favour than any panegyric of friends could do." p, 257. 
It is even transferred (but without acknowledgment) into the Tract of 
the London Tract Society, entitled "The Lollards," Part L p. 6. where 
it is thus introduced, "The following description of the Loliarda is given 
" by a Romish Inquisitor nf Ihoae tines, named R«inher. Strange to 
" gay he thought such conduct highly deserving of censure, 'The disciples 
" 'of Wickliffe,"' — and so on verbatim, as in Mihier. Since the fore- 
going part of thia note was written and printed, I have found that this 
extract is repeated in a more recent publication of the Tract Society, 
entitled "Lives of the British Reformers from Wickliff to Foij" and, 
as the version is again improved (by whnm, or on whose authority, I 
know not) it may he worth while to copy it, marking the variations by 
ilalica. "There was another class whose attachment to the doctrines 
of the Reformer was of a more spiritual nature; who felt the evil of 
sin, and desired to live holy unto God : these were far less numerous. 
They are described by Reinher, an inquisitor of those times. He says, 
'The disciples of Wickliff are men of a serious, modest deportment; they 
' avoid all ostentation in dress, mix little with the busy world, and 
' rump^uiB of the debauchery of mankind. Thev maintain themselves 
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